Teacher _tips

Teacher Notes for Teaching 'Jonah’

Lesson Obijective:
Students will understand the story of Jonah, recognize its key themes such as obedience, mercy,
and forgiveness, and be able to discuss how these themes apply to their own lives.

Materials Needed:

- Children's Bible or illustrated storybook of ‘Jonah'’

- Whiteboard and markers

- Art supplies (paper, crayons, markers)

- Copies of a simplified version of the story for reading
- Activity sheets related to the story

Pacing Suggestions:

- Introduction (10 minutes):

Briefly introduce the story's background. Explain that Jonah is a story from the Bible about a
prophet who learns an important lesson about listening to God.

- Reading the Story (15 minutes):
Read aloud the story of Jonah in an engaging and expressive way. Use inflection and pauses to
maintain interest. Optionally, show illustrations while reading.

- Discussion (15 minutes):

Ask questions to ensure comprehension, such as:

- Why didn't Jonah want to go to Nineveh?

- What happened to Jonah when he ran away?

- How did the people of Nineveh respond to Jonah's message?

- Explaining Difficult Concepts (15 minutes):

- Obedience: Discuss how Jonah learned the hard way to listen to God and follow instructions.

- Mercy and Forgiveness: Explain how God showed mercy to Jonah and the people of Nineveh and
what mercy means.

- Activity (20 minutes):
Students create a visual representation of the story (e.g., drawing the big fish, Jonah preaching in
Nineveh, etc.). Alternatively, act out key scenes from the story in small groups.

Tips for Engagement:

- Use props or visual aids, such as a toy boat or fish, to help bring the story to life.

- Encourage students to share their thoughts and relate the themes to their everyday experiences.
- Incorporate a simple craft related to the story, such as making a Jonah puppet.

Managing Student Engagement:

- Keep the lesson interactive by asking questions and encouraging students’ responses.

- Use movement and kinesthetic activities, like acting out parts of the story, to keep young students
engaged.

- Reinforce positive behavior by complementing engaged and thoughtful participation.



Closing (5 minutes):

- Recap the key lessons Jonah learned.

- Discuss how the story can teach us about the importance of listening, kindness, and forgiveness
in our own lives.

- Encourage students to think of ways they can show mercy and forgiveness this week.

Make sure to allow flexibility based on the age and energy levels of the students, adjusting timing
and activities accordingly.



