
Lesson
Engaging Introduction

Welcome, everyone! Today we're going to explore a chapter from a very special book called the
Bible. Have you ever had a set of rules at home, maybe about when you go to bed, or how much
screen time you can have? Or maybe you have rules at school about being kind to one another
and waiting your turn. Well, guess what? God gave us rules in the Bible. They help us know right
from wrong and how to live happily with others. Today’s lesson takes us back to the book of
Exodus, chapter 22.

Imagine living a long, long time ago in a place where you didn't have cars or phones. People kept
everything close to home. They had sheep, cows, and land to care for. Sometimes, things could go
wrong—maybe a sheep goes missing, or a neighbor’s donkey gets hurt. That’s where God’s rules
come in! Chapter 22 of Exodus is like a guide for solving these troubles and living a peaceful life
with friends and family. These rules helped communities become strong and trusting.

These ideas might sound like something from a long time ago, but they’re like a treasure map that
leads us to being better friends and taking care of those around us today. So, let’s dig deeper into
these ideas and see how they can still make a difference for us right now.

Main Teaching Points

Point 1: Understanding Restitution

When we borrow something, like a toy or a game from a friend, it’s important that we take care of it.
Exodus 22 talks about what to do if something is lost or damaged. Let’s say someone borrows a
sheep. If that sheep gets hurt or lost, the person who borrowed it should make it right. They might
have to give back another sheep. This is called restitution. It’s like if you borrowed someone’s toy
and it accidentally broke; you’d need to replace it or say you’re sorry. These rules teach us
responsibility—taking care of what belongs to others and making things right if they go wrong.

Point 2: Being Fair and Kind

This chapter also teaches us to be fair. Imagine a neighbor’s cow gets loose and eats all the grass
in another person’s yard. The person who owns the cow should help fix the yard. Isn't that fair and
kind? Fairness means doing what is right and treating people the way we want to be treated. Being
fair helps us have kind hearts, just like God wants us to. It means if you’re in a line and someone
cuts ahead, instead of getting upset, you remember fairness is important. Fairness builds trust and
respect in our relationships.

Point 3: Respecting Others’ Property

Think about your favorite toy. How would you feel if someone took it without asking? Exodus 22
talks about respecting what belongs to others. It means asking before using or touching things that
aren’t ours. In those olden times, stealing or damaging something could lead to tricky situations.
God’s rules helped people know what wasn’t okay and reminded them to say sorry and fix things.
Today, respecting property means putting back things you borrow, like library books, and not taking
things that aren't yours.



Point 4: Caring for Others with Compassion

Finally, the chapter shows us the importance of kindness and compassion. It isn’t just about
following rules. If you see someone who is in trouble, like if they’re sad because they lost
something special, it’s kind to comfort them. Exodus 22 says if someone is in need, we should try
to help them. Like if you have a friend who forgot their lunch, sharing a bit of yours is a way to show
God’s love. Compassion is about being friends who think about the feelings of others. It teaches us
to reach out and make others feel safe and happy.

These main points remind us how God’s rules were not just about punishment but about living
right, taking care of friends, and making sure everyone is treated with kindness and respect.

Personal Application for Elementary Students

Now that we understand some of the special rules in Exodus 22, let’s think about how they apply to
our own lives. Even though we don’t live in ancient times, these rules have lessons for us, too, like
guiding stars that help us find our way.

First, ask yourself, “How am I doing at taking care of things that aren’t mine?” Whether it's school
supplies or a friend’s painting, it’s respectful to treat belongings with care. Next time you borrow
something, remember to handle it gently and return it in good condition.

Second, think about fairness in your interactions. Maybe you’re taking turns on the swing at recess.
Remember how fairness feels when everyone waits their turn. When you’re last in line but still get a
chance to play, that’s fairness in action. Practice fair play in games and while sharing at home or
school.

Respect for property isn’t just about things. It’s about respect for people, too. We talk kindly about
our friends, praise their good qualities, and show respect by listening to them. Listen and be
thoughtful, just like you want them to be with you.

Finally, work on showing compassion. Look out for friends who may be struggling or sad. A kind
word or gesture can make all the difference. Like helping a classmate pick up their dropped
crayons, small acts of service show God's love through us. You can be one of the ways God’s love
shines bright in the world today!

By living out these timeless rules, you’ll grow into someone who makes the world around you a
friendly, kind place to be, reflecting God’s intentions for how we should live with others.

Interactive Discussion Questions with Explanation and Teaching Guidance

Now let's talk a little more about what we've learned. These questions will help us think about how
Exodus 22 connects to our lives. I'll ask the questions, and you can share your thoughts!

Question 1: What is one way you can show respect for someone else's property?

Teaching Guidance: Encourage students to think of specific examples, like not taking someone’s
erasers without asking or carefully handling a sibling’s toy. This question connects the lesson about
respect with something they experience every day.

Question 2: How does it feel when someone treats you fairly or unfairly?



Teaching Guidance: Invite students to share times they’ve been treated fairly and how it made
them feel valued or happy. Discuss any unfair experiences they've seen or felt, asking how fairness
could change the situation. This can be a great springboard into talking about empathy and
understanding.

Question 3: Can you think of a time when you had to make something right?

Teaching Guidance: Give students a chance to share stories where they had to apologize or fix a
mistake, whether it was returning a toy or saying sorry. Use this to highlight the value of taking
responsibility and being courageous in making amends.

Question 4: What does compassion look like for us today?

Teaching Guidance: Encourage students to imagine scenarios where they could help, like
encouraging a friend who got hurt during a game. Discuss how little acts of caring create a ripple
effect of kindness. Explore the idea that through compassion, they become helpers in making
people feel loved and accepted.

Wrap up the discussion by praising students’ insights and creativity. Reinforce that these laws,
even though ancient, hold valuable lessons for our everyday lives. Encourage them to think about
how these principles can guide their actions each day. Remind the children that living by these
special rules can help them make a big difference, right where they are.


