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Background Notes for Exodus 25

Historical Context:
- The Book of Exodus, found in the Old Testament, is about the Israelites' journey from slavery in
Egypt to freedom in the Promised Land.
- Chapter 25 is set after the Israelites have escaped Egypt and are traveling through the desert.
God is giving them instructions at Mount Sinai.
- It takes place during a time when God's people are learning to follow His laws and become a
united community.

Cultural Context:
- The Israelites lived in a time where temples and monuments were made to worship gods, and
God wanted them to have a special place to worship Him too.
- This chapter describes how to build the Tabernacle, a portable tent that would serve as a
sanctuary for worship and a place where God could live among His people.
- The Tabernacle served as the center of Israelite worship until Solomon built the temple in
Jerusalem many years later.

Theological Insights:
- God instructs Moses to collect materials like gold, silver, and fine fabrics for the Tabernacle. This
shows that God values offerings from His people.
- The detailed instructions emphasize the importance of worship and obedience to God, showing
that God cares about how we worship Him.
- The Ark of the Covenant, a special box to carry the Ten Commandments, represents God's
promise and presence with the Israelites.
- God's instructions for the Tabernacle emphasize His holiness and the need for His people to
approach Him with reverence.

Key Themes:
- Obedience and Worship: God’s instructions teach the Israelites how to properly worship and obey
Him.
- God’s Presence: The Tabernacle symbolizes God living among His people and guides them on
their journey.
- Community: The building of the Tabernacle required communal effort, showing the importance of
working together for a common goal.

These notes can help teachers convey the importance of the Tabernacle and the value of
obedience, community, and worship to young students.


