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Background Notes for Leviticus 21

Historical Context:
- Leviticus is the third book of the Bible, part of the Old Testament.
- It was written for the Israelites, who were the descendants of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.
- The Israelites had been freed from slavery in Egypt and were learning how to live as God's
people.
- Leviticus contains laws and instructions that God gave to his people through Moses.

Cultural Context:
- The book of Leviticus includes many rules about how the priests, called Levites, were to conduct
themselves.
- Priests were special leaders chosen by God to help the Israelites worship Him properly.
- In ancient Israel, the role of the priest was very important for the community's spiritual life.
- The Israelites lived in a time when religious duties and community life were closely connected.

Theological Insights:
- God wanted His people to be holy, which means being set apart and dedicated to Him.
- Leviticus 21 focuses specifically on the priests, teaching them to keep themselves pure and set
apart for their responsibilities.
- God gave these rules to show His people how important it was to follow Him with their whole
lives.
- The emphasis on purity and holiness reminds us that God cares about how we live and behave
towards Him and others.

Teaching Tips:
- Explain that priests had special responsibilities to lead others in how to love and worship God.
- Use examples to illustrate how rules help guide us in good behavior today, similar to how these
laws guided the Israelites.
- Encourage students to think about ways they can show respect for God in their everyday actions.

These notes aim to provide a basic understanding of the context and lessons found in Leviticus 21
for young students.


