L esson
Engaging Introduction

Welcome, everyone! Today we are going to explore a very special chapter in the Bible—Leviticus
23. Imagine getting an invitation to the most exciting party of your life. Wouldn't you feel special and
excited? Well, in Leviticus 23, God invites His people to a series of festivals! These were not just
any gatherings; they were celebrations with special meanings, just like when we celebrate
birthdays or holidays like Christmas. In fact, the word "festival" itself can mean a joyful and special
occasion set aside to remember something important. God's festivals were opportunities for His
people to remember how much He loved them, how He helped them, and how He wanted to be
with them.

Let's think about what it's like when you have a favorite holiday. Maybe it's Thanksgiving, and you
get to enjoy delicious food with your family; or perhaps it's Christmas, with all the decorations and
presents. Each holiday has a meaning or a story behind it, right? Well, God's festivals were full of
meaning, too. Each one told the story of a special event or gift from God. It's like God planned
these parties for people to take a break from their regular routines, remember His blessings, and
feel joyful and grateful. Today, we’ll learn about the different festivals God asked His people to
celebrate, why they were important, and what they can teach us about celebrating God's love and
goodness.

Main Teaching Points
1. The Weekly Sabbath

Our journey begins with the idea of rest. We all know how important it is to take breaks, don't we?
Who likes the weekend? The Sabbath was like a mini weekly festival. God wanted His people to
rest from their work every seven days. Imagine the freedom of finishing a busy school week and
getting to enjoy a day off. The Sabbath was a gift to remind people to rest and focus on God, just
like your weekends give you time for family, fun, and relaxation.

2. The Passover and the Festival of Unleavened Bread

Next, we explore the Passover, a time of remembering when God saved His people from Egypt’s
hands. Has anyone read the story of Moses parting the Red Sea? That's connected to the
Passover! During this festival, families would have a meal together, remembering how God
miraculously rescued His people. The Unleavened Bread festival meant having flat bread, since
they had to leave Egypt quickly and couldn't wait for bread to rise! These festivals taught the
importance of trust and deliverance—trusting that God is there even in hard times.

3. The Firstfruits

Then, we have something special: the Firstfruits. Imagine planting a seed in a garden. You water it,
watch it grow, and wait excitedly for the first little flower or vegetable to appear. This first growth is
called the “firstfruit.” God’s people offered the first part of their harvest to thank Him for providing
and blessing their crops. It’s like sharing your candy first to show gratitude!



4. The Festival of Weeks

This festival happened seven weeks after the Firstfruits ended. It was a joy-filled time for everyone
to come together and give thanks for the whole harvest. People brought offerings again to show
their thankfulness. It reminds us all about gratitude. Like when you finish a project or a team wins a
game, and you can all cheer and enjoy the result together! God wanted them to understand that
every good thing comes from Him.

5. The Festival of Trumpets

Have you ever heard a trumpet sound? It's loud and joyful' The Festival of Trumpets was like a big
announcement. People would blow trumpets to mark the beginning of a special month for
celebrating. The sound was a call to stop and remember that God is near and deserving of praise.
It's similar to when we set alarms to wake us up—it reminded them to “wake up” spiritually and look
at God.

6. The Day of Atonement

Amidst the celebrations, there was a day meant for something serious—the Day of Atonement.
This day was focused on saying “sorry” and asking for forgiveness. Just like how apologizing to a
friend can restore your friendship, this was a day when the people sought to have their relationship
with God restored. It was about becoming clean on the inside and being ready to continue following
God'’s guidance.

7. The Festival of Tabernacles

Finally, there’s the Festival of Tabernacles, where people camped in booths or tents to remember
the time their ancestors lived in tents after leaving Egypt. This was like a big outdoor camping
event—a joyful way to appreciate God’s guidance, protection, and direction through the wilderness.
Camping out helped them imagine what it was like to rely entirely on God'’s provision throughout
their journeys.

Personal Application for Elementary Students

Now you might be thinking, what do these ancient festivals mean for us today? Well, each of these
celebrations reminds us about different aspects of our relationship with God. For example, the
Sabbath underlines how important it is to rest and connect with God regularly. So why not create a
special time each week to reflect, pray, and thank God for His guidance and blessings just like our
weekends are times for relaxation and family fun?

The Passover teaches us courage and remembering how God has kept us safe. We can think
about ways God has helped us through challenges—like if you were worried about a test, or scared
in a storm, but you found peace knowing God is with you.

Giving thanks like in the Firstfruits and the Festival of Weeks inspires us to be grateful for
everything we have. Each day, count your blessings. What's something you're thankful for today? It
could be something as simple as a sunny day, a friendly smile, or a delicious meal.

And don’t forget about saying “sorry,” like on the Day of Atonement. When we’ve made mistakes,
let’'s be courageous in asking for forgiveness. Apologizing can help make friendships strong and



remind us that God is ready to forgive us, too.

Finally, just like the joyful sound of trumpets, let's make sure to praise God loudly and proudly, not
just in our words, but in the way we treat others, with kindness and love. Remember, every day we
can celebrate God's love, just like a festival, by loving each other and acknowledging His presence
in our lives.

Interactive Discussion Questions

Now let's discuss together. Understanding and talking about what we learn can be really helpful
and fun!

1. Why do you think God wanted His people to have festivals?

Encourage the children to think about celebrations in their lives and why they enjoy them. Guide
them to understand that festivals help people remember important things and connect with each
other and God. Explain that sometimes amid all duties, it's vital to pause and celebrate God's gifts.

2. Which festival do you think you would have enjoyed the most, and why?

Invite the children to imagine being part of one of the festivals, choosing based on their interests,
like camping for Tabernacles or loud sounds for the Trumpets. Help them see how each festival
had a special role in teaching something valuable about God.

3. How can we remember or celebrate God in our daily lives?

Encourage students to think of simple, personal ways they could honor God, like prayer, showing
kindness, appreciating nature, or even helping with chores without being asked. Elaborate on how
daily activities can be offerings of gratitude and actions of remembrance.

4. Who can you share this lesson with, and how might it impact them?

Discuss with them the importance of sharing God's love and stories with others to provide comfort,
joy, or understanding. Highlight how they can share in small steps, like talking to friends, drawing or
writing about what they've learned, or embodying these behaviors openly.

By discussing these questions, we not only reinforce what we’ve learned but also discover how to
actively live out these principles by incorporating God’s love and teachings into our everyday lives.
Each festival may have been in the past, but its lessons surely remain present today.



