Scripture background

Background Notes for Leviticus 24

Historical Context:

- Leviticus is the third book of the Bible and part of the Torah, the first five books, which are
important to both Jews and Christians.

- The book is named after the Levites, the tribe of priests in Israel who had special duties in the
worship and rituals of the time.

- The Israelites, God's chosen people, received these instructions from God through Moses after
their escape from Egypt and during their time in the wilderness.

Cultural Insights:

- Lamps and Bread: The chapter describes the care for the lamps and the bread in the tabernacle,
which was the sacred tent where God'’s presence dwelled among the people.

- Lamps: The lamps had to be kept burning continually, lit by pure olive oil, symbolizing God's
constant presence and guidance.

- Bread: Twelve loaves of bread were to be set out weekly, representing the twelve tribes of Israel,
showing God's provision and the people's thanksgiving.

- Blasphemy and Punishment: The chapter also addresses a situation of blasphemy, or speaking
disrespectfully about God.

- In ancient Israel, there were strict laws to honor God’s name, emphasizing reverence and
holiness.

- This story marks a teaching of justice and the serious view of respecting God’s nhame at all times.

Theological Insights:

- Holiness: Central to the message of Leviticus is holiness, being set apart for God. The laws and
rituals instructed the Israelites on how to live in a way that mirrors God's purity and goodness.

- God’s Presence: The practices described in the tabernacle were ways for the Israelites to be
close to God and understand His presence among them.

- Community Responsibility: The laws underscored the importance of living as a community that
reflects God’s character, especially in how they treated sacred spaces and spoke of God.

For Teachers:

- Encourage students to think about the importance of respect and taking care of things that are
special.

- Discuss how rituals and traditions can help communities remember important values and stories.
- Highlight that these practices were ways for ancient people to understand and feel connected to
God, similar to how communities have special actions or ceremonies today.



