Scripture background

Background Notes for Leviticus 25

Historical Context:

- Leviticus is the third book of the Bible and is part of the Old Testament. It was written for the
Israelites as they journeyed from Egypt to the Promised Land.

- This specific passage, Leviticus 25, deals with God's instructions to the Israelites regarding land
use and social justice.

- It was written around the time when the Israelites were establishing themselves as a nation and
learning to follow God’s laws.

Cultural Insights:

- The Israelites were primarily farmers and herders living in a close-knit community. The land was
very important to their way of life as it provided food and a means of living.

- The Jubilee year, mentioned in Leviticus 25, is a special time every 50 years when land was to be
returned to original owners and debts were forgiven. This was to ensure that everyone in the
community could have a fresh start and that wealth didn’t become unevenly distributed.

Theological Insights:

- The Sabbath Year: Every seventh year, the land was to rest. No planting or harvests were to
occur, allowing the land and people to rest and rely on God for their needs.

- Jubilee: This was a reminder that the land ultimately belongs to God. The Jubilee encouraged
sharing, equality, and trust in God.

- These practices show God's concern for justice, fairness, and compassion in the community.
- Leviticus 25 teaches that people should care for each other and for the Earth, reflecting God's
love and provision.

Summary:

Leviticus 25 teaches us about God’s commands for a fair and just society. By understanding the
historical and cultural context, we can see the importance of rest, mercy, and trust in God — lessons
that are valuable for everyone.



