Scripture background

Background Notes for Numbers 1

Historical Context

- When and Where: The Book of Numbers is part of the Old Testament. It describes events that
happened when the Israelites were in the desert, after leaving Egypt and before entering the
Promised Land.

- The Israelites: Numbers 1 takes place about a year after the Israelites left Egypt, during their
journey to the land God promised to them. They have reached Mount Sinai and are preparing for
the continuation of their journey.

Cultural Context

- The Census: Numbers 1 is about taking a census of the Israelite community. A census is a way to
count people. God commanded Moses to count the men who were 20 years of age and older, who
could serve in the army.

- Tribes of Israel: The Israelites were divided into 12 tribes, each named after one of Jacob’s sons
or grandsons. The census here counts men from each tribe to know how many people could help
protect and fight for the community.

- Leadership: Moses and Aaron were the leaders. They helped guide the people according to
God’s instructions.

Theological Insights

- Obedience to God: God gave specific instructions on how the census should be conducted. This
teaches about the importance of listening to and obeying God’s commands.

- Community and Responsibility: The census helped organize the Israelites and ensured everyone
knew their role in the community. It shows how each person was important and had a role to play.
- God’s Promise: By organizing and preparing the people, God was fulfilling His promise to lead
them to the land He promised their ancestors. The census showed God’s care in preparing His
people for the challenges ahead.

Practical Application

- Counting and Organizing: Just like in the census, counting and organizing can help us be ready
for the tasks we need to do. This can apply to schoolwork, chores, or any group activities we
participate in.

- Importance of Everyone: Everyone in a group is important and has something to contribute, just
like each tribe and family member was counted in Numbers 1.



