Scripture background

Background Notes for '‘Numbers 7'

Historical Context:

- The Book of Numbers is the fourth book of the Bible in the Old Testament. It is part of the Torah,
which includes the first five books of Moses.

- Numbers 7 talks about the events after the Israelites left Egypt, as they are journeying through the
desert.

- The chapter occurs at Mount Sinai, a sacred place where God gave Moses the Ten
Commandments.

Cultural Insights:

- The Israelites were divided into tribes, and each tribe had a leader.

- Offerings were a significant part of Israelite worship and daily life. They were gifts given to God,
often to show thankfulness or seek His favor.

- The tabernacle was a special tent where the Israelites worshiped God. It was a portable place of
worship that traveled with them.

Theological Insights:

- Numbers 7 highlights the generosity and dedication of the leaders of the twelve tribes in offering
gifts to the tabernacle.

- These offerings showed their worship, obedience, and desire to honor God.

- The careful recording of each tribe's offering demonstrates God’s interest in each person's or
group's contributions.

Summary for Elementary Students:

- God’s people, the Israelites, are in the desert on their way to the land God promised them.

- In this chapter, all the leaders from different groups (tribes) bring gifts to God for His special tent
called the tabernacle.

- These gifts included animals and special dishes, showing how much they love and want to thank
God.

- Every gift was important to God, and He noticed and appreciated each one.

Understanding these points helps elementary students see how gratitude and giving are important
in worship and community life, as demonstrated by the leaders in the story.



