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Teacher Notes for Teaching Numbers 13

Objective:
Students will understand the story of the twelve spies sent into Canaan and the importance of faith
and trust.

Pacing Suggestions:
- Introduction (10 minutes): Briefly explain the context of the story. The Israelites are on their
journey to the Promised Land and Moses sends twelve spies to scout the land of Canaan.
- Storytelling (15 minutes): Read and narrate Numbers 13. Use engaging storytelling techniques to
bring the journey and experiences of the spies to life.
- Discussion (15 minutes): Engage students in a discussion about the reactions of the spies and
implications of their reports.
- Activity (20 minutes): Conduct a related activity or project to reinforce the story's lesson.
- Conclusion (10 minutes): Summarize key points, focusing on faith and trust, and conclude with
any lingering questions.

Explaining Difficult Concepts:

1. Spying and Reporting:
- Explain the concept of spying in terms children can understand. Use a simple analogy, like
preparing for a trip and wanting to know about the destination first.

2. Faith and Trust:
- Illustrate faith by using relatable examples, such as trusting parents' guidance on new
experiences.

3. Courage and Fear:
- Discuss courage and fear through role-play or storytelling, highlighting how the ten spies were
fearful, unlike Joshua and Caleb, who trusted in a positive outcome.

Guidance for Managing Student Engagement:

- Interactive Storytelling:
- Use props or visual aids such as maps, simple costumes, or drawings to illustrate the story of the
spies and help visualize the land of Canaan.

- Role-Playing:
- Assign roles to students as different spies; allow them to express what each might have felt
during their scouting mission.

- Question Prompts:
- Use open-ended questions to encourage thinking, such as "How would you feel if you were one of
the spies?" or "Why do you think Joshua and Caleb had a different perspective?"

- Hands-On Activity:
- Create a "spy mission" activity in class where students observe their surroundings and report
back in a creative way, promoting active learning.



- Summary and Reflection:
- Ask students to draw or write about what they learned from the spies' story and share with the
class.

By incorporating these techniques, you can effectively teach Numbers 13 in a way that is
accessible, engaging, and meaningful to elementary students.


