L esson
Engaging Introduction

Good morning, kids! Today, we're going to dive into a special story from the Bible. Have you ever
tried baking cookies with your mom or dad? Imagine you're excited to bake, and you have a recipe
that tells you everything you need to do. If you forget to add eggs or use the wrong amount of
sugar, the cookies might not turn out right! Well, just like following a recipe, God gives us
instructions in life too. These instructions are to help us, guide us, and make sure that everything
turns out beautifully.

In Numbers 15, God gave Moses, the leader of the Israelites, some important instructions. Imagine
Moses as the chief cook who received God'’s special recipe for how the Israelites should live.
These instructions, or guidelines, were like a map. They helped the Israelites know the best way to
follow God and show that they loved Him.

Why does this matter to us? God'’s instructions are not just for times long ago but are meant to help
us today. Through this story, we’ll learn how obedience to God’s guidelines can brighten our lives
just like adding the right ingredients can make delightful cookies. So, let’s get ready to see what
God has shared in Numbers 15, and discover how these teachings can sprinkle joy and love into
our lives!

Main Teaching Points
God'’s Recipe for Living - Obedience

Think about the last time you learned to do something new. Maybe it was riding a bike or tying your
shoes. You probably needed some help and instructions, right? In Numbers 15, God gives Moses
and the Israelites some instructions for how they should worship and live. They needed to follow
these instructions carefully, much like following a step-by-step guide. Obedience was important
because it showed that they respected God and wanted to live in a way that pleased Him.

Following God'’s instructions isn’t always easy, just like following a recipe can sometimes be tricky.
But just as you listen to your parents or teachers because they want the best for you, God wants
you to listen to Him. This teaches us that when we obey God, it shows our love and trust in Him.

Sacrifices and Offerings - Giving Our Best to God

In Numbers 15, God talks a lot about offerings and sacrifices. Now, you might wonder, what are
these offerings? Imagine giving your very best toy to someone you love. It could be your favorite
stuffed animal or game. In the Bible, offerings were a way of giving back to God and showing
thankfulness, much like how you might share that toy to show someone they’re special to you.

God wanted the Israelites to give their best because it was about showing honor and saying,
“Thank You, God, for taking care of us.” We might not offer food today as they did back then, but
we can offer our talents, time, and even the kindness we show to others as our way of saying thank
you to God.

The Sabbath - Remembering to Rest and Worship



Another important part of Numbers 15 is remembering the Sabbath. What's the Sabbath? It’s like a
special day off! Think about the weekend when you don’t have school. It's a time to relax and
spend time with family. God gave the Israelites a day called the Sabbath to rest and spend time
focusing on Him.

God wants us to remember to rest too, no matter how busy we are. It's important to take breaks
and remember all the good things God has done for us. Going to church, praying, and being with
family are great ways to spend this special time with God.

The Fringe - A Reminder to Follow God

Finally, God tells the Israelites to wear fringes on the corners of their clothes. These fringes were
special and served as a constant reminder to obey God’s commandments. Imagine tying a string
around your finger so you don't forget something important, like brushing your teeth before bed.
The fringes were like that string, helping the Israelites remember to follow God’'s ways throughout
the day.

We might not wear fringes, but we can still keep reminders of God’s love around us. Maybe it's a
cross necklace or a picture of Jesus. These little reminders help us keep God in our hearts and
minds all day long. So, remember to keep your reminders close, just like the Israelites did.

Personal Application for Elementary Students

Now, let's talk about how all of this can apply to you! Even though these stories happened a long
time ago, there’s so much we can learn about living and loving well today.

First, think about obedience, like when God gave the Israelites instructions. When Mom or Dad
asks you to clean your room or finish your homework, how do you react? When you choose to

listen and follow instructions, you're practicing obedience. Obedience isn’t just about following

rules; it's about showing love and respect to those who care for you, just like we do for God.

Next, let’s think about giving our best, like the Israelites did with their sacrifices. What is something
you're really good at? Maybe it's drawing, playing a sport, or being a friend. When you use those
talents to help others, you're giving your best, just like the Israelites. Think about how wonderful it
feels when you share a part of what makes you special with others.

We also learn from the Sabbath. Everyone needs a break, even superheroes! Spend some time
each week resting and focusing on what makes you happy and peaceful, like reading, being in
nature, or talking to God. It’s like hitting the refresh button on your heart and spirit.

Lastly, let’s not forget about reminders. What are some ways you can remind yourself to be kind
and to think about God every day? It might be saying a short prayer when you wake up, keeping a
Bible verse in your room, or wearing something that reminds you of God’s love.

Remember, these old lessons still teach us today’s truths. Let’s wear these truths like the Israelites
wore fringes — close to our hearts.

Interactive Discussion Questions with Teaching Guidance

1. What does obedience mean to you, and why do you think it was important to God and Moses in
Numbers 15?



Explanation: Start the discussion by connecting obedience to familiar experiences. Maybe they've
followed rules at school or listened to their parents. Guide them to see how God’s instructions are
like these rules, helping the Israelites live happily and safely. Emphasize that obeying is a way to

show love and trust.

2. If you were going to give your best offering to God today, what would it be?

Explanation: Encourage them to think beyond physical offerings. This could be a favorite activity,
helping someone in need, or saying prayers. Lead them to understand that offerings don’t have to
be things; they can be acts of kindness and love. Highlight that God appreciates the intentions of
our hearts even more than gifts.

3. Why do you think God wanted the Israelites to have a special day of rest, and how can you have
a Sabbath in your own life?

Explanation: Help them identify benefits of rest they experience regularly, like weekends. Guide
them in seeing rest not only as a pause but a rejuvenation time with God. Discussing a modern
Sabbath can inspire ideas for peaceful activities or moments they might enjoy and cherish with

family and God.

4. What are some creative reminders you can use to remember God'’s love every day?

Explanation: Encourage imagination and creativity. Things like artwork, songs, or crafts that reflect
their relationship with God can be powerful reminders. Guide them by suggesting daily habits that
remind them of God’s teachings, like morning gratitude or evening reflection. Reiterate that these
reminders help us stay close to God throughout our day-to-day lives.

Kids, remember these stories and lessons as you go about your week. Let’'s keep these teachings
snug in our hearts just like a favorite storybook.



