Teacher _tips

Teacher Notes for Teaching ‘Numbers 15' to Elementary Students

Overview

Numbers 15 recounts instructions about offerings, the consequences of intentional versus
unintentional sin, and the significance of following God's commandments. This chapter is packed
with cultural and religious practices important for understanding the historical and spiritual context
of the biblical narrative.

Pacing Suggestion

- Session 1: Introduction and Context Setting (15 minutes)

- Session 2: Explaining Offerings (20 minutes)

- Session 3: Discussing the Consequences of Sin (20 minutes)

- Session 4: Engaging with the Concept of Obedience (20 minutes)

Session 1: Introduction and Context Setting

- Goal: Understand the setting and purpose of Numbers 15.

- Activity: Begin with a storytelling approach. Set the scene by explaining that Numbers is part of
the Torah, where God guides the Israelites on how to live in harmony with Him and each other.

- Tip: Use visuals or a simple map to show the journey of Israelites.

Session 2: Explaining Offerings

- Goal: Familiarize students with different types of offerings.

- Explanation: Simplify the offerings into categories (grain, drink, animal), explaining each as "gifts"
to God to show gratitude.

- Activity: Create a matching game with pictures or symbols representing different offerings.

- Tip: Relate offerings to everyday acts of kindness or gratitude to make the concept relatable.

Session 3: Discussing the Consequences of Sin

- Goal: Differentiate between unintentional and intentional sin.

- Explanation: Compare unintentional sins to accidental mistakes (like spilling milk) and intentional
sins to actions that are knowingly wrong (like taking someone’s toy).

- Activity: Role-play scenarios to help identify types of actions and their consequences.

- Tip: Use storytelling or puppets to illustrate how mistakes can be corrected and forgiven.

Session 4: Engaging with the Concept of Obedience

- Goal: Emphasize the importance of following rules and obedience.

- Explanation: Use the metaphor of classroom rules—how they help everyone get along and learn
better.

- Activity: Create a simple craft, such as a bracelet with the colors representing commandments to
symbolize remembrance and adherence.

- Tip: Encourage discussion on why following rules or guidance is important in various aspects of
life.

Managing Student Engagement

- Interactive Elements: Incorporate songs or chants related to the lesson for younger students to
maintain energy and focus.

- Technology: Use digital tools such as interactive whiteboards or educational apps to display
content dynamically.



- Establish Behavioral Expectations: Ensure students understand the structure of each session
using clear instructions and signals for attention.

Additional Guidance

- Questions and Encouragement: Allow time for questions to ensure understanding. Encourage
students to share their thoughts and relate personal experiences tied to the lesson.

- Resourceful Materials: Use age-appropriate books or visual aids to supplement teachings and
reinforce key messages.

- Reinforcement: Conclude each session with a recap or a reflection question to cement
understanding.

By breaking down complex topics into relatable concepts, using interactive and creative methods,
and engaging students with clear pacing, you can create an enriching and relevant learning
experience that helps elementary students grasp the teachings of Numbers 15.



