Crafts

Hands-On Craft: "Counting Caterpillars”

Objective: Create a craft that helps elementary students visualize and count up to the number 19
using the concept of a caterpillar with 19 segments.

Materials List:

- Green construction paper

- Scissors

- Glue sticks

- Markers or crayons

- Googly eyes (optional)

- A large sheet of poster board or cardstock

- Number stickers or a marker/pen for writing numbers

Step-by-Step Instructions:

1. Prepare the Body Segments:
- Start by cutting out 19 circles from the green construction paper. Each circle will represent a
segment of the caterpillar’s body. Try to keep all circles roughly the same size.

2. Add Numbers:
- Use markers or number stickers to label each circle from 1 to 19. This will help students in
sequencing and understanding the count.

3. Assemble the Caterpillar:

- On the large sheet of poster board, start by gluing the circle labeled '1'. Continue by slightly
overlapping the circles in a line to make the body of the caterpillar. Ensure they are in numerical
order from 1 through 19.

4. Create the Caterpillar's Head:
- Cut a slightly larger circle for the head. Glue it in front of the first segment. Use markers or
crayons to draw a face, or stick googly eyes for a fun touch.

5. Decorate and Finalize:
- Students can use markers to add details like legs, antennas, and optional decorative elements
like leaves around the caterpillar.

Reinforcing the Lesson:

This craft reinforces the concepts of counting, number recognition, and sequencing. By making a
physical caterpillar with numbered segments, students actively engage with each number up to 19.
Additionally, the craft allows for discussion about other math concepts like addition (combining the
segments), subtraction (breaking apart the segments), and pattern recognition if they use different
colors or designs for every few segments.

Students will also enhance their fine motor skills through cutting, gluing, and assembling the craft,
reinforcing their understanding through hands-on learning.



