L esson
Engaging Introduction

Good morning, everyone! Today, we're going to explore a special story from the Bible that might
seem a little different from what we're used to. We'll be diving into the book of Numbers, chapter
19. Now, before you think, "Numbers? Isn’t that about math?" let me assure you there's no math
involved here—whew! Instead, it's an adventurous tale that shows us how God wanted the people
of Israel to stay close to Him and keep their camp, or their home, clean and pure. It's essential to
understand that back in Bible times, cleanliness didn't just mean washing your hands before eating;
it was about the whole heart and soul too.

Imagine you have a pet that loves to roll around in the mud. What happens when it comes back
inside? Yup, your house gets muddy, right? Well, God wanted the Israelites to keep their "house"
or camp clean—not just from dirt, but from anything that would make their hearts dirty. In Numbers
19, God gives them special instructions on how to do that. It involves an unusual cleaning recipe
and a mysterious red cow. Are you ready to explore how a red cow could help Israel stay pure?
Let's get into the story and discover how these ancient instructions can teach us important lessons
even today!

Main Teaching Points
Now that we’ve set the stage, let’s dive deeper into some main ideas that Numbers 19 teaches us.
Point 1: The Red Cow and the Purification Process

In the story, God tells Moses and Aaron about a special kind of cow—a red heifer. But this isn’t just
any cow; it’s totally red, without any blemishes or defects. Why is this important? Well, God cared a
lot about purity. The red heifer was used to create something very special to help purify the
Israelites if they became unclean.

Here’s what happened: the red cow had to be sacrificed and burned completely to ashes. Some
cedar wood, hyssop, and scarlet wool were added to it. These ashes were then mixed with water to
create a sort of “cleaning solution." When anyone touched something unclean, they needed this
mixture to become clean again.

Can you think about how your parents might use soap and water to wash your hands after playing
outside? Just like that soap is useful, God’s instructions allowed the Israelites to physically and
spiritually clean themselves.

Point 2: Why Cleanliness Matters

Why did being clean matter so much? God wasn't just being picky. His instructions for cleanliness
created a way for the Israelites to show they were serious about following Him. You see, sin can be
like dirt. If we don’t take care of it and keep letting it pile up, it gets harder to clean. In Numbers 19,
God provides a system for cleansing that sin.

The idea is kind of like when you’re wearing your favorite white shirt. If you spill spaghetti sauce on
it, you need to wash it quickly, or it might stain. God wanted His people to stay spiritually clean so
they could always be close to Him.



Point 3: The Bigger Picture—Why This is Important for Us

You might be thinking, “I don’t need a red cow to wash my hands!” And that’s absolutely true. But
who remembers what Jesus did for us? That'’s right; He died on the cross! When we accept Jesus
into our hearts, He cleans us from all our sins. So in a way, Jesus is like our living soap—He
purifies us from the inside out.

Just as the Israelites needed the red heifer's ashes to be made clean, we need Jesus. He helps us
stay spiritually clean and close to God, which is even more wonderful!

Personal Application for Elementary Students

So, how can we apply this story to our lives today? Well, what's one very important thing we can do
if we want to be pure and clean like our story suggests? It starts with accepting Jesus into our lives.
Ask Him to help you make good decisions.

Think about your day-to-day activities. Are you filling your mind and heart with good things? Just
like God had specific rules for cleanliness, we too need boundaries to keep our hearts clean. This
could mean choosing good friends who encourage us, or picking TV shows and games that help

you think positively.

Remember, God wants to be close to us, and He is. Think of Him as a best friend who is always
ready to listen to us and guide us, helping us clean out our mistakes, just like soap removes dirt.

In today’s world, we practice hygienic cleanliness all the time. We wash our hands before meals,
after playing, and even brush our teeth daily. In the same way, with Jesus, we keep our hearts
clean by praying, reading the Bible, and being kind to each other.

Interactive Discussion Questions

Now let’s get into some questions to think about all that we've learned today:

1. Why do you think God made specific instructions about being clean?

- This helps students understand the emotional and spiritual reasons behind the rules. Encourage
them to think about what purity means beyond just being clean.

2. What are ways you can stay "clean" like the Israelites?

- Guide students to realize they can ask Jesus for help, be honest, make good choices, and pray
every day to spiritually cleanse themselves.

3. How does this story help you think about Jesus in a new way?

- This opens the floor for students to share their understanding and insights. You might explain that
just like the Israelites needed a way to reconnect with God, through Jesus, we have the perfect
bridge to connect with Him too.

By discussing these questions, you'll be engaging with the kids in a way that helps them apply the
story to their own experiences. Making connections between their lives and the lives of the
Israelites helps them see that God’s lessons are timeless and relevant.



Thank you all for listening and participating! Let's remember that whether it's with an ancient red
cow or in today's modern church, God wants His people to be close by keeping our hearts clean
and continually connecting with Him through our faith.



