
Teacher_tips
Teacher Notes for Teaching 'Numbers 19' to Elementary Students

Objective:
Students will understand the key concepts and significance of Numbers 19, focusing on the ritual of
purification.

Pacing Suggestions:
- Introduction (10 minutes): Briefly introduce the Book of Numbers as part of the Torah or Old
Testament. Discuss its importance and outline today's lesson focusing on Chapter 19.
- Reading and Explanation (15 minutes): Read a simplified version of Numbers 19 to the class,
pausing to explain challenging concepts.
- Discussion and Activities (20 minutes): Engage students in a discussion and follow with an
interactive activity that reinforces the lesson.
- Review and Q&A (15 minutes): Summarize the key points and address any questions to clarify
understanding.

Explaining Difficult Concepts:
1. Ritual and Purification:
- Explain "ritual" as a special ceremony or act that has specific rules or steps.
- Use simple terms: Just like washing hands before eating helps us clean our hands, the rituals
helped people feel pure inside.
- Use an analogy: Compare to modern rituals, like wearing a seatbelt for safety.

2. Symbolism of the Red Heifer:
- Describe the red heifer as a special kind of cow.
- Use visual aids: Show pictures of a heifer and explain it was rare and special.
- Relate to something concrete: Share how certain things are set aside for special purposes, like
holiday clothes.

3. Concept of Clean and Unclean:
- Define "clean" and "unclean" in historical context: how people understood it back then, not like
washing dirt away.
- Explain using examples from students' lives: being unclean can be like being in a timeout—it
means you need a change before joining others again.

Managing Student Engagement:
- Use Visual Aids: Pictures, illustrated storybooks, and dolls to role-play the ritual.
- Interactive Storytelling: Encourage students to act out parts of the story to maintain interest.
- Question Time: Ask open-ended questions to prompt thinking, such as “Why do you think these
rituals were important?”
- Group Activity: Allow students to work in small groups to create their "purification" rituals using
modern items (e.g., a sprig of mint for scent purification).

Guidance for Engagement:
- Keep explanations brief and engaging by linking to students' experiences.
- Use movement: Incorporate gestures or movements as you explain purification rituals.
- Foster a respectful atmosphere where students are encouraged to express their thoughts or
understandings.



- Use praise and positive reinforcement to keep students motivated.

By thoughtfully pacing the lesson, using relatable analogies, and maintaining engagement through
discussions and activities, students can better grasp the content of Numbers 19.


