L esson
Engaging Introduction

Good morning, everyone! Today, we’re going to dive into an interesting story from the Bible. Have
you ever been asked to do something by someone, like a parent or a teacher, and found yourself
responding in a way that didn’t quite match your actions? Maybe you said "yes" you'd help clean
up, but then you got distracted and didn’t do it. Or perhaps you initially said "no" to doing your
homework, but then decided that it was important and did it anyway. Today's lesson is a bit like
that, and it comes from the book of Matthew, Chapter 21, verses 28 to 32.

This passage tells the story of a father with two sons whom he asks to work in his vineyard. Now,
imagine the vineyard as a big garden where grapes grow. The father needs help, so he asks both
his sons to go work there. The first son says, "No, | don’t want to," but later changes his mind and
does go to work in the vineyard. The second son immediately says, "Yes, I'll go," but he never
actually ends up going.

Sounds like the kind of mix-ups we sometimes have, right? Jesus told this story to teach us
something important about listening and following through on our words with our actions. So, let's
dive deeper into what each part of this story means and why it's important for us today.

Main Teaching Points
1. Understanding the Characters:

In this story, we have three main characters: the father and his two sons. The father represents
someone who’s in charge, perhaps like a teacher or parent who gives us instructions. The vineyard
is like our tasks or responsibilities - things we are asked to do and expected to follow through on,
like chores, homework, or helping out a friend. When the father asks his sons to work, he is really
expecting them to follow through.

2. The First Son's Response:

Let’s look at the first son. Initially, he tells his father, “No.” This might seem rude or disrespectful,
but what'’s interesting is that he later changes his mind. Have you ever had that moment where you
didn’t want to do something, like clean your room, but then you thought it over and decided it was
the right thing to do? That's what happened with the first son. Even though he said “no” at first, he
reflected on it and then chose to go and do the work his father asked. This part of the story shows
us the importance of making good choices even after a bad start.

3. The Second Son's Response:

Now, onto the second son. He said, “Yes, I'll go,” right away. At first, it seems like he’s making the
right choice—promising to do the work. But in the end, he doesn’t go to the vineyard. This son
might remind us of times when we’ve said we’d do something—Ilike promising a friend we’ll play
with them later, but then not doing it. His story teaches about the importance of truthfulness and
keeping our promises. It's not just about saying the right thing but doing it too.



4. What Jesus Wants Us to Learn:

You might be wondering why Jesus told this story. Jesus wanted to show the people listening to
him—us included—that what matters most is following through on what we say. In the story, Jesus
was comparing the sons to groups of people. Some people looked the part from the outside,
making it look like they did the right thing, like the second son. Others might have struggled at first
but truly changed and did what was right in their hearts, like the first son.

5. Obedience and Actions Matter:

This passage tells us about obedience, which is a big word for following directions. The story helps
us understand that it's not enough to say we will do something—we need to follow up with action.
Sometimes, we might not start out by making the right choices, but it's important to try and correct
that and do what we know is right.

6. Real-life Example:

Imagine you’re on a soccer team. The coach asks you to practice some new moves before the next
game. You could be like the first son and at first say, “I don’t feel like practicing,” but later decide to
give it a try. Or you could say, “Yes, I'll practice,” but then spend all afternoon playing video games
instead. Who do you think would end up helping the team win? Probably the one who practiced,
right? This story from the Bible teaches us to match our words with actions, just like the practice
example shows.

Personal Application for Elementary Students

Now that we've explored the story deeply, let’s think about how it applies to our own lives. Having
the best intentions or saying all the right words doesn’t mean much if our actions don’t back them
up. Here are some ways you can put this story into practice in your everyday life.

First, when your parents or teachers ask you to do something, like completing a homework
assignment or helping clean up, think before you answer. If you feel like saying "no," just like the
first son did, remember that it's okay to change your mind. It's never too late to make the right
choice and do what's being asked.

Second, be honest with yourself and others. If you say you’re going to do something, make it a
priority to follow through. It's easy to say “yes,” but it takes courage and responsibility to keep that
promise. When you do, not only will people trust you more, but you'll also feel good about keeping
your word.

Finally, apply this lesson by choosing small, specific actions this week. Maybe decide you'll help set
the table every day after school or promise to read a little each night before bed. Whatever it is,
practice saying what you mean and following through with action.

By using the story of the two sons, Jesus shows us the significance of aligning our decisions and
actions. Start small, keep your promises, and remember that actions always speak louder than
words.



Interactive Discussion Questions
To deepen our understanding, let’s dive into some questions. Feel free to share your thoughts!
Question 1: Can you think of a time when you said you'd do something but didn’t follow through?

Guide students to reflect on personal experiences. Encourage them to discuss why they didn’t
follow through and how it felt afterward.

Question 2: How do you feel when someone promises to help you with something but doesn’t?

Assist students in empathizing with the second son’s actions and connecting that with feelings of
disappointment. Discuss why follow-through is important in friendships.

Question 3: What can you do to make sure your actions match your words?

Discuss practical steps like setting a reminder, making a checklist, or buddying up with a friend to
stay accountable. Talk about how these steps help keep promises.

Question 4: Why do you think Jesus chose to tell this parable to teach us about obedience and
actions?

Lead students into understanding the parable’s purpose to teach lasting lessons through simple
stories. Reiterate the importance of deeds aligning with words.

Through these discussions, students can explore how the story of the two sons applies to everyday
situations. Encourage them to take these lessons outside the classroom and into their daily lives,
practicing what they’ve learned.



