Teacher _tips

Teacher Notes and Tips for Teaching 'Numbers 26' to Elementary Students

Objective:
Introduce students to the key themes and events in Numbers 26 using age-appropriate language
and activities.

Pacing Suggestions:
- Introduction (5 minutes): Briefly introduce the Book of Numbers, placing it within the context of the
Israelites' journey from Egypt to the Promised Land.

- Reading & Discussion (15 minutes): Simplify and paraphrase the events in Numbers 26. Focus on
the purpose of the census, which was to count the people as they prepared to enter the Promised
Land.

- Understanding (10 minutes): Guide students through the reasons for the census: dividing land
and ensuring fairness.

- Activity (10 minutes): Engage students with a hands-on activity counting or sorting items.

- Reflection & Question Time (10 minutes): Encourage students to share their thoughts and ask
guestions about the lesson.

Explaining Difficult Concepts:

1. Census:

- Use simple language: A census is a way to count people. It's like taking attendance in the
classroom but for a whole community.

- Activity Idea: Have the class do a simple "census" by counting how many people are wearing
certain colors.

2. Tribes of Israel:

- Explain as families: Just like families in our neighborhoods, the tribes were big families.
- Visual Aid: Use a chart or family tree diagram to show how the tribes fit within the larger
community.

3. Inheritance of Land:
- Simplify to sharing: The land was divided to make sure everyone had a fair share. It's like sharing
toys so everyone has something to play with.

Guidance for Managing Student Engagement:

- Use Visuals and Props:
- Create and display a large map or diagram of the Israelites' journey.
- Bring in items like abacuses or counting blocks for a tactile experience.

- Interactive Questions:
- Ask students questions like, "Why do you think it was important for the Israelites to count
everyone?"



- Group Work:
- Pair up students to discuss what they would like to have shared if they were in a tribe receiving

land.

- Storytelling:
- Present the chapter as a story to make it more relatable, focusing on characters and their
journeys.

- Connect to Modern Concepts:
- Discuss modern censuses and how cities use this information.

Encourage creativity by asking students to draw or write about their own "tribe" or group and how
they might accomplish a task similar to the census with their family or class.



