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Background Notes for Numbers 27

Historical Context
- Setting: Numbers 27 takes place during the Israelites' journey in the wilderness, as they are
approaching the Promised Land of Canaan. The Israelites have been wandering for 40 years after
leaving Egypt.
- Leadership: Moses is the leader of the Israelites, but God will soon appoint a new leader to guide
the people into the Promised Land.

Cultural Insights
- Family and Inheritance: In ancient Israel, land inheritance was very important. It was typically
passed down from father to son. Owning land ensured that a family had a place in the community
and enough resources to live.
- Role of Women: At the time, women generally did not inherit property. Their lives were closely
tied to male relatives for support and security.

Key Theological Themes
- God's Justice: This passage shows God as fair and just. God listens to concerns about fairness
and works through Moses to find a solution.
- Leadership Transition: God prepares the Israelites for new leadership by appointing Joshua as
the future leader after Moses.
- Obedience to God's Law: God sets rules through Moses for the community to follow, showing that
His laws guide and support justice and order.

Summary of Numbers 27
1. Daughters of Zelophehad: Zelophehad, from the tribe of Manasseh, passed away without a male
heir. His daughters, Mahlah, Noah, Hoglah, Milcah, and Tirzah, approach Moses to request their
father's inheritance rights.
2. God's Ruling: After consulting God, Moses declares that the daughters' request is just, and God
commands that daughters can inherit if there are no sons. This establishes a new law for the
Israelites.
3. Joshua's Appointment: God instructs Moses to appoint Joshua as the next leader. Moses lays
hands on Joshua, signifying the transfer of leadership, after Moses's time comes to an end.

This passage teaches that God cares about fairness and prepares His people with guidelines for
living together in justice. It also shows the continuity of leadership among God's people as they
follow His plan.


