L esson
Engaging Introduction

Hello, everyone! Today we are going to take a look at a chapter from the Book of Numbers in the
Bible. How many of you know what a number is? Right, numbers are what we use in math class.
But here, "Numbers" is actually a book in the Bible that tells us about the journey of the Israelites
as they traveled through the desert with Moses, their leader. It's full of incredible stories, rules, and
ways God taught His people to live.

Now, today's lesson is about something you might not expect to find in the Bible: instructions for
cleaning camp and solving arguments. Have any of you ever gone camping? What do you do if
your camping tent is messy? Or what if someone in your group isn’t feeling well? It's important to
make sure everything is clean and that everyone is taken care of so everyone has a good time.

In Numbers 5, God gives Moses some special instructions. Just like when you pack your camping
gear or listen to your family’s rules to keep everyone safe, these instructions helped the Israelites
stay healthy and live peacefully together. So, let’s step into the sandals of an Israelite child. We'll
learn why it's important to listen, stay healthy, and resolve issues properly, and think about how
these ideas can make our own lives much better too. Are you ready? Let's dive in and see what
God teaches us!

Main Teaching Points
1. Keeping the Camp Clean

In the first part of Numbers 5, God gives Moses directions to keep the camp clean and healthy. You
might wonder why that’s important. Think about your school or your room at home. What would it
be like if nobody ever cleaned it? Right, it would be really messy, and it wouldn’t be a nice place to
be. Sometimes yucky and unsafe things can happen if we don’t take care of our space. The
Israelites lived pretty close together in tents, so it was extra important for them to keep the camp
clean. God wanted them to be healthy, so He gave them rules to help with that. By keeping the
camp clean, the Israelites could stay focused on worshiping God and living happily with each other.

2. Solving Arguments and Making Things Right

Next, we learn about making things right with others. Sometimes, people argue or make mistakes,
and it can hurt feelings or lead to problems. Have you ever had a disagreement with a friend? It
might be about who gets the next turn on the swing or how to play a game. The important thing is,
how do you fix it? In Numbers 5, the Israelites had a special way of saying sorry and making
peace. God told them to confess their mistakes and offer a fair gift, almost like giving a hug or an
apology card, to show they're really sorry. This was God's way of helping them learn forgiveness.
Remember, God’s rules reminded them to make peace!

3. Staying Close to God

There’s another important point in Numbers 5 about staying close to God. Have you ever watched
shows or read stories where there's a guide sharing advice on a journey? God was like that for the



Israelites. He was their guide, teaching them through Moses how to live in a way that kept them
close to Him. When the Israelites followed these special rules, it wasn’t just to be clean or to solve
fights—it was also about doing what God wanted. Staying close to God helped them have a better
life, full of love and kindness. Whenever you choose to pray, listen, and follow, you're doing the
same thing by staying close to God.

4. Understanding God's Love and Wisdom

Finally, let's remember that these instructions were given out of care and love. God wanted the
Israelites to be safe, healthy, and happy. Just like your parents make rules at home because they
care about you—like holding an adult's hand when you cross the street or putting on your
seatbelt—God gave these rules because He loves His people. When we understand that love is at
the center of all these instructions, it helps us to follow them joyfully and become more loving and
wise ourselves, showing care and respect for others.

Personal Application for Elementary Students

Now, let's think about how these big ideas can fit into your life. You live in a home or maybe you
visit a school, and probably you have rules to follow too, right? It might be something like putting
your toys away when you're done with them or raising your hand before speaking in class. Those
rules help keep things organized and make the place a better spot for everyone.

Think about the times when you've helped clean up around the house. It might not be the most fun
thing to do, but it sure is nice to have a clean and tidy space, isn't it? Similarly, God’s rules for the
Israelites help them keep everything running smoothly.

Another way we apply this lesson is when we have a disagreement with friends or family. Learning
to say “I'm sorry” or “Let’s work this out” is like the Israelites giving their gifts or apologies. It might
be simple words, but they can make a big difference in how people feel afterward.

And what about being close to God? Well, you might have a bedtime prayer, or you sing songs at
church. Even small actions like these help you stay close to God, similar to how the Israelites
followed Moses'’s directions to feel God's love.

Remember, whenever you follow a rule that keeps you safe or use your words to solve a problem,
you're building a safer and happier community, just like God wanted for the Israelites.

Interactive Discussion Questions with Explanation and Teaching Guidance

Now, let’s turn to some questions to think about. These will help us see how we can understand the
chapter more deeply and apply it in our lives:

1. Why do you think God cared about the Israelites keeping their camp clean?
Guide the students to understand God’s care for their well-being. Explain that a clean camp helped

them stay healthy so they could focus on worship and community, just like our clean homes or
schools help us feel better.



2. What can we do when we have disagreements or make mistakes?

Encourage students to think about how apologies and forgiveness work in their own lives.
Emphasize the importance of saying sorry and making it right, which builds friendships and trust.

3. How can we stay close to God today, like the Israelites were taught to?

Discuss simple and everyday actions such as praying, listening during Bible lessons, or talking
about Jesus with their family. Highlight that these are ways to welcome God’s guidance and love
into their lives.

4. What is one rule at home or school that helps everyone get along better? How is it similar to
God's rules for the Israelites?

This question helps connect their experience with the biblical story. Encourage them to share
examples, recognising how rules help us be happy and safe, much like God designed His rules for
the Israelites.

By discussing these questions, we’re discovering how God’s instructions in Numbers were not just
rules from long ago, but lessons that continue to bring us closer to Him and others today. So the
next time you clean up your things, or if you and a friend work out a disagreement, remember that
God’s wisdom is still guiding us now.



