
Lesson
Engaging Introduction

Welcome, everyone! Today, we’re diving into the book of Deuteronomy, which is one of the books
in the Bible. Who knows what it means to go on a journey? Have any of you ever been on a long
road trip with your family? It’s an adventure filled with new places and lots of things to learn along
the way. Deuteronomy is a little bit like a travel guide for God’s people, the Israelites, as they
journey to a new land that God promised them.

Deuteronomy isn’t just about a physical journey; it’s also about growing closer to God. Imagine
packing your suitcase for a trip. You need the right clothes and snacks, of course! But in this case,
our suitcase is stuffed with lessons about trust, obedience, and being thankful. Today, as we look
at Deuteronomy 1, we'll learn how God guided His people and why that matters to us today.

In chapter 1, Moses, the leader of the Israelites, is like a tour guide reminding them of where
they’ve been and preparing them for what’s next. His words were meant to help the Israelites
remember that God had been with them, even when things didn’t go as planned. As we explore this
chapter, we’ll see how God cares for us and helps us make the right choices on our life’s journey.
Let’s buckle up and get ready to uncover the important lessons God has for us!

Main Teaching Points

1. Remembering the Journey (Deuteronomy 1:1-5)

The chapter kicks off with Moses talking to the Israelites. They had been traveling for a long time.
Moses reminds them of the places they visited and the things God had done for them. Imagine
Moses sitting around a campfire with everyone, sharing stories of all the amazing and tough times
they experienced. This is like when parents tell you stories about when you were younger, helping
you see how far you’ve come.

Remembering the past helps us understand the present. Just like Moses reminded the Israelites,
it’s good for us to reflect on how God has been with us. Whether we’ve faced challenges or
experienced happy moments, remembering helps us see God’s hand in our journey.

2. Trust and Obey God (Deuteronomy 1:6-8)

Next, Moses tells the Israelites about a time when God encouraged them to move. God had a
special place ready for them, the land He promised. But they needed to trust Him and go. This
teaches us about trust. Imagine if your parents told you there’s a surprise waiting for you, but you
had to trust them and follow their directions blindly. Sometimes we’re not sure about the future, but
like the Israelites, we can trust God knows what’s best.

Obedience comes after trust. God’s instructions might have seemed difficult, but they were for the
Israelites’ good. In our lives, we show trust by listening and obeying God’s words. It’s like following
a treasure map; even if the path is windy, we remember there’s a valuable prize at the end!

3. Overcoming Fear with Faith (Deuteronomy 1:19-33)

The Israelites were afraid to enter the land God promised because they heard there were big,



powerful people living there. It’s natural to feel frightened sometimes, like when you’re about to try
something new, or face something that seems too big for you. But God reminded them He would
be with them.

Think of it like learning to ride a bike. At first, it looks scary. But once you start peddling, you find it’s
exciting! The Israelites needed to remember that God was like a loving parent, cheering them on as
they faced challenges. Remember, when you’re scared, God is always there to help you.

4. Trusting God’s Plans (Deuteronomy 1:34-46)

Sometimes, even when we know what we should do, we might choose differently. The Israelites
didn’t trust God fully, and so they ended up wandering for many years. This teaches us the
importance of not giving up on God’s plans. Imagine having a puzzle, all the pieces scattered. It
might seem impossible to complete, but if you keep working and trust the process, soon it makes a
beautiful picture.

In the same way, God’s plans might look scattered, but they are ultimately perfect. Trust His timing
and guidance, just like working on that puzzle.

Personal Application for Elementary Students

As we’ve learned from Deuteronomy 1, God is with us on every journey we take. Let’s think about
what this might mean for us today.

First, just as the Israelites were reminded of their journey, we can take time to remember what God
has done in our lives. Have you ever kept a diary or written down things you’re thankful for? It’s a
great way to remember how God has blessed you. You might think about the friends He has given
you, your family, or those times when you were afraid, and things turned out okay. Remembering
helps us appreciate God’s presence every day.

Second, we need to practice trust and obedience. Even when things are uncertain, we show
faithfulness by listening to God’s instructions. The next time your parents ask you to do something,
or when you hear God’s teachings in the Bible, think about how you can follow with a willing heart.
Trust that God is guiding you just like He guided the Israelites.

Finally, what do you do when you’re worried or scared? Remember God is always with you. You
might be nervous about a test at school, or worried about making new friends. Pray and ask God
for courage. Talk to Him like you would to a best friend. He wants to help you with everything
you’re facing.

Our lives are journeys, and God is our guide and helper. Let’s trust Him every step of the way.

Interactive Discussion Questions

Now let's think deeper about what we’ve learned. Discuss these questions:

1. Why do you think it was important for the Israelites to remember their journey?

Discussion Guidance: Help students recognize the value in seeing God’s work in their lives through
past experiences. Encourage them to share personal stories where they noticed God’s presence.

2. How can we trust God even when things are uncertain?



Teaching Tip: Have students think about situations where trusting is hard (like trying a new sport or
moving to a new place) and discuss practical steps, such as prayer and talking to people they trust,
like parents or teachers.

3. What’s one fear you can ask God to help you overcome?

Discussion Guidance: Encourage an atmosphere where students feel comfortable sharing their
fears. Reinforce the idea that having faith in God can help them be brave. Pray together, asking
God for strength and courage.

4. How might our journey look different if we trust and obey God?

Teaching Tip: Use analogies like following a map or listening to instructions during a craft. Have
students describe how things turn out when they follow directions carefully. Relate this back to
God’s guidance in our lives.

By engaging with these questions, students can better relate the lessons of Deuteronomy 1 to their
lives, understanding how God’s love and guidance are constant throughout their own unique
journeys. Through these discussions, they will see that they are never alone on their path, as God
walks beside them every step of the way.


