
Lesson
Engaging Introduction

Hello kids! Today, we're going to take a journey back in time to a very special story from the Old
Testament in the Bible—Deuteronomy 2. Imagine you're an explorer walking with the Israelites
through the desert as we learn about the exciting adventures they had with God leading the way.
Have you ever been on a long trip before? Maybe it was a vacation or a road trip with your family.
Sometimes it might have felt like it took forever to get there! That's sort of like what happened to
the Israelites.

A long time ago, the Israelites were on a really long road trip through the wilderness. But guess
what? They weren't driving in a car—they were walking! And they were walking for a special
reason. God had promised them a new home, a land of their own. Along their way, God taught
them important lessons. These lessons were not just for them; they are important for us, too.

Today, as we dive into Deuteronomy 2, think about how God was not only their guide but also their
caring leader. He cared about every little thing they did and where they went. It's like when you play
follow the leader—God was the best leader anyone could have! Remember as we explore, God
always has a reason for where He takes us, just like He did for the Israelites.

Main Teaching Points

1. The Journey Begins

Let's start by heading to the beginning of Deuteronomy 2. Picture this: the Israelites were just
starting on their journey after wandering for years and years in the desert. They learned that not
every path they took was a direct one to the Promised Land. God wanted to teach them patience
and trust. At first, they were instructed to go around the land of Seir peacefully. Seir was where the
descendants of Esau lived. God specifically told them not to disturb these people or take anything
from them, because He had given Esau's family that land. This was God's way of showing the
Israelites that He keeps His promises—not just to them, but to others as well. Just like when you
need to be careful with your friend’s toy because it belongs to them, God was teaching the
Israelites to respect others' boundaries.

2. God Provides Needs

As the Israelites journeyed on, God took care of all their needs. If you're on a trip, you probably
stop for food and water, right? Even though the Israelites were in a desert, God made sure they
had everything they needed. For many years, while walking in the wilderness, their clothes didn’t
wear out, and their feet didn’t blister or swell. Isn't that amazing? It’s like having magic shoes that
never fall apart, no matter how much you run around. This is an important lesson for us to
remember: God takes care of our needs. He knows what we need even before we ask Him, just
like your parents know you need food, water, and a place to sleep.

3. Trusting God for Success

As the Israelites waited for their turn to enter the Promised Land, they learned that success comes
from trusting God. They moved closer to the land of Arnon and God was preparing them to
overcome the lands ruled by King Sihon of Heshbon. God told them to be brave and not be afraid.



It's like when you learn to ride a bike. At first, you might be scared that you'll fall, but with your
parents holding the seat and cheering you on, you know you can do it! God planned to help the
Israelites win battles not by their own power but by trusting in Him. He went ahead of them to make
them victorious against King Sihon. When they trusted Him, they saw success. God was teaching
them—and us—that when we trust in Him, He will lead us to victory, no matter what challenges we
face.

4. Learning Through Challenges

The journey also taught the Israelites how to deal with challenges. They encountered lands they
had to pass through peacefully even though they were tired and worn from traveling. But God
reminded them to listen and trust His instructions, just like you trust your teacher when learning
something new in class. Each difficult situation was a chance for them to learn obedience and faith.
Think about when you have a challenging homework problem. Sometimes, it feels like you'll never
get it, but your teacher helps you through it little by little. God did this for the Israelites, giving them
instructions and guiding them through difficulties. He wanted them to grow and trust Him more
each day.

Personal Application for Elementary Students

Now, let’s think about how everything we learned can apply to our lives today. Just like the
Israelites, we have a journey, too. We're growing, learning, and sometimes—just like them—we
face challenges or wait for the things we want.

Firstly, remember how the Israelites were taught patience? We can practice patience in our lives.
Maybe there's something you’re really looking forward to, like a birthday or a holiday. Waiting can
be hard, but it's worth it, just like it was worth it when the Israelites reached the Promised Land.

Secondly, trust that God will always care for your needs. Remember how the Israelites found their
shoes and clothes lasting longer than expected? You can trust that God looks after you, too.
Whether it’s being safe, having enough food, or feeling loved—God provides and uses caring
people in your life, like family, teachers, and friends, to meet those needs.

Lastly, think about when things get tough. Maybe you’re learning a new subject in school or figuring
out how to be kind to someone who hasn’t been nice to you. Just like the Israelites facing difficult
paths and battles, God is helping you grow. Even when things are hard, remember that God is with
you. He's like that friend who walks beside you all the way, cheering you on!

Interactive Discussion Questions with Explanation and Teaching Guidance

Let's talk about what we've learned. Here are some questions to think about and discuss:

1. What does it mean to trust someone or something, and how did the Israelites show trust in God
during their journey?

Discuss with the class what it means to trust. You can explain that trust is like counting on your
friend to hold the ladder steady while you climb up. It's believing that they're going to keep it safe
for you. When the Israelites followed God's instructions—even when it was hard—they showed
trust. Encourage students to think of ways they trust their parents, teachers, or friends, and how
similar it is to trusting God.

2. Why is it important to respect others’ boundaries, just like the Israelites respected the land of



people like Esau's descendants?

Lead the discussion by asking students why they think it's important to respect other people’s
space. You might say, "Imagine if someone came into your room and took something without
asking—that wouldn't make you feel very good, right?" That's why God told the Israelites to respect
the lands that weren’t theirs. It’s important to treat everyone and what belongs to them with respect
and kindness.

3. How does God provide for us today as He did for the Israelites? Can you think of examples in
your life?

Have students share ways they feel God provides for them every day. Guide them to think of how
they have clothes to wear, food to eat, and people who care for them. Prompt them to realize that
these everyday things are how God takes care of us, just as He did for the Israelites with lasting
clothes and food in the desert.

End the discussion by reaffirming that these stories remind us of God’s love, guidance, care, and
provision in our everyday lives. He did it for the Israelites long ago and continues to do it for us
today. Remember these lessons as you go through your week, and look for ways to practice
patience, trust, and respect in your daily life, knowing that God’s got your back just as He did for
the Israelites on their long journey.


