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Background Notes for Deuteronomy 2

Historical Context:
- Deuteronomy is the fifth book of the Bible, and it is part of the Old Testament.
- It is traditionally attributed to Moses and is a record of his speeches to the Israelites before they
entered the Promised Land.
- This particular chapter occurs during the Israelites' 40-year journey through the desert after being
freed from slavery in Egypt.

Cultural Insights:
- The Israelites were a nomadic people during this time, living in tents and moving from place to
place.
- The chapter mentions several ancient peoples and places, such as the descendants of Esau
living in Seir, and the Moabites and Ammonites. These were groups who lived in areas surrounding
the Israelites, in what is modern-day Jordan and surrounding regions.
- The Edomites, Moabites, and Ammonites were relative tribes to the Israelites. They were the
descendants of Esau and Lot.

Theological Insights:
- God's guidance: The chapter highlights how God instructed the Israelites on where to travel and
whom they should encounter or avoid. It underscores God's leadership and protection over His
people.
- Obedience to God: The Israelites are reminded to obey God's instructions. This obedience is a
central theme in the book of Deuteronomy.
- Respect for other nations: God instructed the Israelites not to harass certain groups because He
had given them their lands. This teaches respect for God's plans for other people.
- Trust in God's promises: Despite past challenges, God was leading them towards the Promised
Land, fulfilling the promise He made to their ancestors.

Key Takeaways for Elementary Students:
- God cares for His people and has a plan for them.
- The importance of listening to and obeying God.
- Respect for others' boundaries and God's plans for different people.
- Trusting that God’s promises will come true, even if it takes time.


