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Background Notes on Deuteronomy 7

Historical Context:
- The Book of Deuteronomy is the fifth book of the Old Testament in the Bible.
- It is one of the books of the Torah, which are the first five books also known as the "Pentateuch."
- Deuteronomy contains speeches by Moses, the leader chosen by God to guide the Israelites.
- The Israelites were wandering in the desert after escaping from slavery in Egypt, on their way to a
new land that God promised them, called the Promised Land.
- Deuteronomy is presented as Moses giving final instructions and reminders to the Israelites
before they enter the Promised Land.

Cultural Context:
- The Israelites were a group of tribes who believed in one God, different from the surrounding
cultures that often worshipped many gods.
- The cultures around them, such as the Canaanites, had different customs and beliefs, and God
wanted the Israelites to remain faithful to Him.
- Religious practices, traditions, and obedience to God’s commands were crucial to the Israelites
maintaining their identity and faith.

Theological Insights:
- Deuteronomy 7 emphasizes the importance of obedience to God’s commandments.
- It stresses that God chose the Israelites to be His special people because of His promise to their
ancestors like Abraham, not because of any merits of their own.
- The chapter contains instructions about holiness, instructing the Israelites not to adopt the
practices of the neighboring nations.
- It speaks about God's faithfulness and promises to be with the Israelites, protect them, and bless
them if they obey His commands.
- The chapter highlights the themes of love, loyalty, and the consequences of faithfulness or
disobedience to God.

Teaching Points for Elementary Students:
1. God chose the Israelites to be His special people and gave them special rules to follow.
2. Obedience to God was important, as it showed their love and trust in Him.
3. God promised to protect and care for the Israelites if they followed His commands.
4. The Israelites were to remain faithful to one God, unlike the people around them who
worshipped many gods.
5. Even though the Israelites were a small group, God loved them and wanted to help them
become a great nation.


