
Lesson
Engaging Introduction

Hello, friends! Today, we are going to dive into a part of the Bible from a book called Deuteronomy,
specifically chapter 8. Now, I know that's a big word, but Deuteronomy is like a big book of
instructions that Moses shared with the Israelites a long, long time ago. Can you imagine being on
a long journey and having a wise guide to help you along the way? That's what Moses was for the
Israelites. They had spent a long time walking through the desert toward a special land that God
promised them.

In chapter 8, Moses reminds them of all the experiences they had and the lessons they learned
during their journey. Imagine for a moment being on a long road trip with your family. You might
face challenges, like the car breaking down or taking a wrong turn, but you also have exciting
adventures and learn lots of new things. That's kind of like what the Israelites experienced, and
Moses wanted to remind them of the importance of remembering these lessons.

So, as we explore this chapter, think about what it would be like to trust God's plan, even when
things seem really hard. We'll learn about gratitude, obedience, and how God provides for us in
amazing ways. Are you ready to embark on this biblical journey together? Let's get started!

Main Teaching Points

1. Remember the Journey

One of the first things Moses talks about is remembering the journey they've been on. Imagine if
you went on a big vacation and later looked at photos to remember all the fun. It's important to
remember where we've been and what we've learned. Moses tells the Israelites to remember how
God led them through the desert for 40 years. That's longer than most of your parents have been
together!

He reminds them that even when they were hungry, God provided manna, a special food from
heaven. That teaches us that God knows what we need and will take care of us. This is an
important part of learning to trust God. If He could take care of a huge crowd in the desert, He can
certainly take care of you and me today.

2. Learn Through Challenges

Moses explains that God used their time in the desert to teach them important lessons. Think of it
like learning to ride a bike. At first, it's tricky—you might wobble and fall. But through practice and
sometimes a little help, you get better and better. The Israelites faced challenges like being hungry
and thirsty. But through these challenges, they learned to lean on God and trust in His provision.

Sometimes when we face challenges, like a tough math problem or learning a new skill, it feels
frustrating. But these are opportunities to grow and learn. Moses wanted the Israelites to
understand that God was teaching them patience, perseverance, and trust through their desert
struggles.

3. Obedience Brings Blessings



A big theme in Deuteronomy 8 is obedience. Moses tells the Israelites that obeying God's
commandments would lead to blessings in the promised land. It's like when your teacher asks you
to follow class rules, not just to avoid trouble, but because it makes the classroom a happier and
more productive place.

God’s rules are meant to guide us and protect us. Just like wearing a helmet when riding your
bike—it's not to limit you but to keep you safe. When the Israelites obeyed God, they found that
their lives were fuller and more joyful. Moses emphasized this so they would continue to listen to
God’s guidance.

4. Beware of Forgetting God

Lastly, Moses warns the Israelites not to forget God once they enter the land filled with good things.
Imagine winning the biggest stuffed animal at the carnival and then forgetting to thank the person
who helped you win it. How would they feel? Moses knew that once the Israelites were comfortable
and happy in their new home, they might forget who really helped them get there.

It's a reminder for us that no matter how good things get, we should always remember to thank
God. Just as we remember to say thank you to people who help us, remembering to thank God is a
significant part of our relationship with Him.

Personal Application for Elementary Students

Now that we've learned about the Israelites and their journey, let's think about what all this means
for us today. You might not be wandering in a desert, but there are some valuable lessons here for
you.

First, remember that it's okay when things are challenging. Every challenge is a chance to grow
stronger and learn something new. Whether it’s trying to read a new book or facing a problem with
a friend, remember that God is guiding you through these experiences just as He guided the
Israelites.

Next, think about how you can obey God's guidance in your life. When you're at school, can you
think of ways to follow the rules to make everyone's day better? At home, how can you make
choices that make your family happy? When you listen and obey, life often becomes smoother and
more rewarding.

And don't forget about the importance of gratitude. Just like Moses reminded the Israelites not to
forget God, take some time each day to thank God for the big and small blessings in your life.
Maybe it’s something as simple as a sunny day to play outside or a meal you really enjoyed.

Lastly, keep God in your heart. Whether things are going well and you’re having the time of your
life or facing a challenge, remember His presence in both good and trying times. He’s like a
constant friend who is always there, cheering you on and guiding you.

Interactive Discussion Questions

Let's take some time to discuss and reflect on what we've learned! Here are some questions to get
us talking, and I hope everyone shares their thoughts.

1. What did the Israelites learn from their time in the desert?
- Encourage students to think about lessons like trust, patience, and gratitude. Guide them to see



how God provided for their needs and taught them important life-long lessons.

2. Can you think of a time you faced a challenge? How did it help you grow?
- Let students share their personal stories. Guide them to understand that overcoming challenges
often teaches us new skills or strengthens our character, just as God taught the Israelites.

3. Why is it important to obey rules or instructions, like God's commandments?
- Discuss with students why rules are set, like in school or at home, and draw parallels to God's
commandments. Help them understand that rules are often there to keep them safe and happy.

4. What are some things you are thankful for, and how can you remember to thank God for them?
- Engage students in thinking about daily blessings and ways to express gratitude. This could be
through prayer, sharing them with others, or simply taking a moment each day to reflect.

5. How can we keep God in our hearts every day, whether we're having a good day or a
challenging one?
- Discuss practical ideas like praying in the morning, finding a quiet moment to reflect, or
remembering a Bible verse that brings comfort. Encourage the notion that God is an important part
of daily life, available at all times.

Transitioning from learning about Moses and the Israelites to thinking about our lives helps us see
that the Bible's wisdom is not just for people long ago but for us today, too. Each of you is on a
journey, just like the Israelites, and it's exciting to see what you will learn and how you will grow!


