Teacher _tips

Teacher Notes for Teaching Deuteronomy 8 to Elementary Students

Lesson Objectives:

1. Students will understand the key message of Deuteronomy 8: Remembering God's provisions
and commands.

2. Students will identify ways in which they can be thankful and obedient in their daily lives.

Pacing Suggestions:
- Total Lesson Time: 30-40 minutes

1. Introduction (5 minutes)

- Begin with a brief overview of the Book of Deuteronomy as part of the Bible, focusing on Moses
speaking to the Israelites.

- Set the context: the Israelites are about to enter the Promised Land.

2. Reading and Explanation (10 minutes)

- Select key verses from Deuteronomy 8 to read aloud (such as verses 2-3, 7-10, and 17-18).

- After reading each section, pause to explain in simple terms:

- Verse 2-3: Talk about the importance of remembering past hardships and how God provided
(manna).

- Verses 7-10: Describe the good land God is giving and the meaning of abundance.

- Verses 17-18: Discuss how people should not become prideful but remember God as the source
of all blessings.

3. Activity: Thankfulness Reflection (10 minutes)

- Have students draw or write about a time they felt helped or provided for, similar to how God
helped the Israelites.

- Share examples to spark ideas, like help from a friend or family or something they are grateful for.

4. Discussion and Application (5 minutes)

- Circle time for sharing: Invite students to share their reflections.

- Discuss how they can apply lessons from Deuteronomy 8 in their lives (e.g., saying thank you,
being helpful).

5. Closing Prayer and Summary (5 minutes)

- Summarize the main points: remember and be thankful for what we have, follow rules (like God’s
commands), and appreciate support from others.

- Lead a simple prayer: thanking God for provisions and asking for help in being obedient and
grateful.

Explaining Difficult Concepts:

- "God tested you": Explain that this means God sometimes lets us face challenges to help us grow
stronger and learn to trust Him.

- "Manna": Describe as bread from heaven that kept the Israelites healthy when there was no food.
- "Pride in wealth": Talk about how it's good to enjoy things we have but remember who helped us
get them.

Managing Student Engagement:



- Use visuals such as images of the wilderness, manna, and the Promised Land to keep attention.
- Encourage participation through questions and group discussions.
- Praise participation and sharing to foster a positive environment.

Additional Tips:

- Tailor the language to be age-appropriate, avoiding complex theological terms.

- Use analogies related to the children’s experiences to make lessons relatable.

- Incorporate movement, like a brief role-play of gathering manna, to make the lesson interactive.



