L esson
Engaging Introduction

Welcome, young explorers of the Bible! Today, we embark on a fascinating journey through the
Book of Deuteronomy, specifically Chapter 19. Imagine for a moment we are traveling back in time
to a land filled with camels and deserts, a world where the Israelites are on a special mission given
to them by God.

Have you ever played a game where you need to quickly find a "safe spot” to avoid being tagged?
This need for a place of safety is similar to a time in Israel's history when they needed special cities
for people to run to if they accidentally hurt someone. Deuteronomy Chapter 19 talks about "Cities
of Refuge," a very special and God-given idea for communities to think about justice and mercy.

Now, imagine that you've done something by accident and didn't mean any harm. How would you
feel if you needed protection? These cities were designed with God's justice and fairness in mind.

As we explore this chapter, we will discover the importance of these special places and what it tells
us about God's love for everyone, his justice, and how we treat one another. Let's dive deeper and
see what these cities were all about and what we can learn for our lives today!

Main Teaching Points

1. Justice and Mercy: God's Plan for Fairness

In Deuteronomy 19, God instructed the Israelites to set up three special cities called Cities of
Refuge. Imagine these cities as super special places where someone could run to avoid getting
into further trouble if they had accidentally hurt someone else.

Why did God make these cities?

Sometimes people do things that are wrong by mistake. God, who understands everyone’s heart,
wanted to make sure that if someone hurt another person accidentally, they had a place to go to be
safe. This shows us that God is fair (justice) but also kind and understanding (mercy).

Picture a superhero who knows just when to punish the villains but also knows how to save those
who need help. The Cities of Refuge provided a chance for those in trouble to explain their side.

2. The Importance of Listening and Learning

The next part of Deuteronomy 19 talks about how it's important to listen to both sides of any story
before deciding what's right. For the Israelites, if someone ran to a City of Refuge, others had to
listen carefully to understand what truly happened.

Remember a time at school where someone got blamed for something they didn’t do? It's
important to hear every side and to learn the full story before picking a side. Setting this example,
God invited the Israelites to be wise and listen before making decisions.

Why does this matter?
Like a fair teacher who waits until everyone has had a turn to explain, God was setting up a system
to ensure everyone would get a fair hearing. This helps us remember to be good listeners too!

3. Building Trust in the Community



God wanted the people of Israel to trust one another. The Cities of Refuge helped build trust
because everyone knew there was a fair way to deal with accidental harm. They didn't have to
worry about unfair revenge.

Imagine if in your neighborhood, there was a big safe house where everyone felt secure because
they knew things would be handled fairly. This kind of trust is what helps a community grow strong
and friendly.

Connecting the Dots
Our relationships with others often depend heavily on trust. By setting a framework to approach
accidental harm with fairness, the Israelites were learning to live together peacefully.

When we act fairly and treat others with kindness, we’re building similar bridges of trust in our lives,
just like God's people did with these special cities.

Personal Application for Elementary Students

Now, you might be thinking, “How does all this about ancient cities relate to me?” Well, let's think
about some ways we can apply these lessons.

Playing Fair

First, consider playing with friends. Have you ever seen a friend blamed for something by mistake?
Just like those Cities of Refuge, we can be a friend who listens carefully to everyone and helps
decide what's fair. Make sure you give everyone a chance to share their story.

Being Kind when Accidents Happen

Accidents will always occur. Maybe you’ve accidentally knocked over someone else’s project and
felt just awful about it. What's most important is how we respond. By apologizing and being willing
to fix our mistakes, we demonstrate that we value our friendships and that everyone deserves a
chance to make things right.

Creating Safe Spaces

We all can create our own "Cities of Refuge" by being kind and understanding at school or at
home. This means being ready to help someone who'’s upset and being fair when
misunderstandings happen. It's more than just spreading kindness; it's ensuring everyone feels
safe and valued.

By being fair, forgiving, and listening well, we’re making our own communities — like our class and
family — more loving and trusted places.

Interactive Discussion Questions

Let's dive into some questions. They'll help us think deeper and share our ideas. But remember,
everyone’s thoughts matter, so let's be ready to listen just like we learned from the Cities of
Refuge.

Question 1: Why do you think God made the Cities of Refuge?

A good way to talk about this is to highlight God'’s fairness. Encourage students to think deeply
about how God combines justice and kindness, and how they can see this mix in everyday life. Let
students explore ideas like second chances and safe places.

Question 2: How can we make our school or homes like a City of Refuge?



Lead students to think of practical ways to create these safe spaces by being helping hands or
friendly faces. Encourage them to brainstorm specific actions, like supporting friends or stepping up
when there’s a conflict.

Question 3: Can you think of a time when someone was fair to you?

This question helps students relate personally to the lesson. Ask them to share stories where
someone listened to them, gave them a chance, or forgave them. These shared experiences can
help everyone understand fairness better.

Ask students to share their responses and engage with each other’s ideas. Let them offer solutions
and get creative about ways they can implement fairness in their lives.

The lesson isn't just about understanding what happened back then; it's about seeing how these
ancient truths still matter today and how each one of us has a role in making our community more
just and loving — just like the Israelites did with their Cities of Refuge.

As we close our time together today, think about ways you can show fairness and kindness, just as
God taught the Israelites. Whether at home, in the classroom, or on the playground, remember the
lessons of the Cities of Refuge and how you can bring justice and mercy to life!



