
Lesson
Engaging Introduction

Welcome, everyone! Today we’re going to explore a chapter from a fascinating book in the Bible
called Deuteronomy. Imagine if you were setting up your very own club or treehouse group. What
kinds of rules would you make to keep things fun, fair, and safe? Perhaps you’d have a rule that
everyone should be kind, or another that says you must take turns when playing games. Rules help
us know how to act and treat each other, especially when living and working as a group.

Deuteronomy is a special book because it’s all about rules that God gave to the people of Israel
through a man named Moses. These rules were important because they helped the Israelites live
in a way that was pleasing to God. Today, we will focus on Deuteronomy Chapter 23, which is filled
with lots of different rules. These rules were meant to help the Israelites live good lives together.

Now, you might be thinking: “Why do we need to learn about rules from so long ago?” Well, every
rule in the Bible teaches us something important about God and how we can live our lives today.
Even though these rules were for a different time and place, they can still help us think about how
we choose to live and treat others. So, get ready! Let’s dive into this chapter to discover what
lessons it has for us today.

Main Teaching Points

Point 1: Respecting What Is Sacred

Deuteronomy 23 has many rules, and some of them are about respecting things that are sacred or
very special to God. Imagine you have a favorite toy or book, something you absolutely love. You
wouldn’t let it get dirty or messed up, right? You’d take care of it! In the same way, God wanted the
Israelites to respect and take care of the places and things that were important for their worship.

For example, the Israelites had a special tent called the Tabernacle, where they worshiped God. In
Deuteronomy 23, there are rules about who could enter the Tabernacle and how they should
behave to keep it special. Just like how we take off our shoes before entering someone’s clean
house, these rules were about treating sacred places with respect and care.

Point 2: Being Fair and Kind to Others

Another important part of Deuteronomy 23 is about treating each other fairly and with kindness.
There are rules in this chapter about lending and borrowing money. If someone borrowed money
from you, you weren’t supposed to charge them extra money, called interest. This was a way of
being kind and fair to people who needed help.

Imagine you let a friend borrow your pencil for a test. It wouldn’t be nice to say, “Now you owe me
two pencils back!” Instead, you’d want to help your friend without making things harder for them.
The rules in Deuteronomy teach us to be generous and fair, rather than greedy.

Point 3: Remembering Where Help Comes From

Deuteronomy 23 has a rule about how Israelites should keep their promises to God. If they made a
promise or a vow to do something special for God, they needed to keep it. This teaches us about



being true to our word and not making promises lightly.

Think about promising your parents you’ll clean up your toys. It’s important to follow through with
that promise so they can count on you. In the same way, God wanted the Israelites to be
dependable.

But these rules also remind us that when we depend on God and keep our promises, we remember
that our blessings—like good friends, family, and our talents—come from Him. This was a way to
remember that all good things come from God and we should be thankful for His help.

Point 4: Caring for the Community

Some rules in Deuteronomy 23 are about taking care of the community as a whole. There are rules
about how the Israelites should respond to people from outside their community. Even when
someone wasn’t from Israel, those people were to be treated with love and fairness.

Think of your school and how it feels when a new kid joins the class. How can you make them feel
welcome? Perhaps you’d share your toys or sit with them at lunch so they don’t feel alone. The
Israelites were reminded to extend kindness, even beyond their own people, showing that God
cares about everyone being treated well.

Personal Application for Elementary Students

Now, let’s talk about how Deuteronomy 23 can apply to our everyday lives. The rules, even though
ancient, teach us valuable lessons about how we interact with others and care for our
surroundings.

First, when we think about respecting what is sacred, remember to treat your home with care. This
means cleaning up after yourself, being mindful of family rules, and respecting the people you live
with. Your home is a special place, and treating it well shows respect for yourself and those who
share it with you.

Secondly, being fair and kind is something you can practice every day at school or with friends.
When you share your toys or help a friend, you’re bringing kindness into the world. Think of how
happy you feel when someone is kind to you. You have the chance to make others feel the same
way!

Furthermore, keeping promises is something we can all work on in small ways. If you promise to do
your homework, feed your pet, or help with chores, keeping that promise helps build trust. When
others know they can count on you, it means you’re showing responsibility and integrity, which are
special traits in God’s eyes.

Finally, think about how you can care for those in your community, just like the Israelites were
asked to do. This could be as simple as including new classmates in games, helping someone if
they’ve fallen down, or even smiling at someone who seems sad. Each of these small actions
reflects the big heart God wants us to have for others.

Interactive Discussion Questions

Now that we’ve explored Deuteronomy 23, let's discuss some questions together. It’s important to
think about how these ideas fit into our lives. These questions will help us do that.



Question 1: Why do you think rules are important, especially God’s rules?

Discuss how rules help us know what’s right and wrong. Explain that God’s rules aren’t meant to be
a burden but a guide to live happily and in harmony with others and with Him. Encourage students
to share their thoughts on rules in their homes or communities that help everyone get along better.

Question 2: Can you think of a time when you showed kindness without expecting anything in
return?

Guide students to think about instances where they helped friends or siblings just because they
care. It might be cheering someone up or sharing something special. Discuss how these acts make
the world a better place and make God smile.

Question 3: When have you had to keep a promise, and how did it feel?

Invite students to share stories of keeping their promises. Whether it's finishing a task on time or
sticking up for a friend, ensure students understand the importance of being reliable. Discuss how
others count on us and how dependable we’re seen through our promise-keeping actions.

As we wrap up, remind everyone that learning from Deuteronomy 23 helps us choose to live by the
values that God cares about, like kindness, fairness, and respect. Encourage students to try and
incorporate these lessons into their everyday lives, helping them become the thoughtful and kind
people God knows they can be.


