Teacher _tips

Teacher Notes and Tips for Teaching 'Deuteronomy 26' to Elementary Students

Lesson Overview:

- Objective: Understand the key themes and concepts in Deuteronomy 26, focusing on gratitude,
giving, and remembrance.

- Grade Level: Elementary

- Duration: 45 minutes

Pacing Suggestions:

1. Introduction (5 minutes):

- Briefly explain that Deuteronomy is part of the Bible and is a speech Moses gave.
- Connect the themes of gratitude and giving to their own experiences.

2. Reading & Explanation (15 minutes):
- Read aloud selected, simplified excerpts from Deuteronomy 26.
- Explain key parts in simple terms.

3. Discussion (10 minutes):
- Discuss what it means to be thankful and ways we can show gratitude.
- Encourage students to share personal experiences of giving or receiving.

4. Activity (10 minutes):
- Have students draw a picture or write a short sentence about something they are thankful for.

5. Conclusion (5 minutes):
- Summarize what was learned and how it can be applied in their lives.

Explaining Difficult Concepts:

1. Firstfruits Offering:

- Explain that firstfruits are the first and best parts of the harvest that people offered to God to show
gratitude.

- Relate it to giving a special gift to someone important.

2. Thankfulness and Remembrance:

- lllustrate thankfulness with everyday examples like saying “thank you” when someone helps you.
- Discuss how remembering past kindness helps us appreciate what we have now.

3. Inheritance and Land:

- Simplify the concept of inheritance as something passed down from parents, like family traditions
or special belongings.

Student Engagement Tips:

1. Interactive Reading:
- Use a storytelling approach with expressive voice changes to maintain interest.

2. Relatable Examples:



- Use examples from their daily lives, like sharing a toy or helping a sibling, to explain concepts.

3. Hands-On Activity:
- Encourage creativity through drawing or simple writing tasks related to gratitude.

4. Group Discussion:
- Foster a safe and inclusive environment where students feel comfortable sharing their thoughts.

5. Visual Aids:
- Use pictures, flashcards, or a whiteboard to illustrate the concepts visually.

Managing Student Engagement:

- Use frequent questions to keep students thinking actively.

- Praise participation to build confidence.

- Be attentive and responsive to signs of disinterest or confusion, offering clarity or changing
activities as needed.

- Consider small group discussions to make sharing more manageable and less intimidating.



