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Background Notes on Deuteronomy 31

Historical Context
- Setting: Deuteronomy 31 is part of the Old Testament and takes place as the Israelites are about
to enter the Promised Land, Canaan, after wandering in the desert for 40 years. Moses, their
leader, is giving a farewell speech because he will not be entering the land with them.
- Characters: Key figures include Moses, Joshua, and the Israelites. Moses has led the people for
many years, while Joshua is chosen by God to succeed him and lead the people into Canaan.

Cultural Insights
- Leadership Transition: During this time, leadership was critical. Moses was a revered leader, and
his announcement of Joshua as the new leader highlights the importance of chosen leadership in
maintaining continuity and faithfulness to God’s plan.
- Importance of the Law: Moses emphasizes the need to follow God's laws. The Israelites are
reminded of their covenant with God, which is crucial for their success and survival in the new land.

Theological Insights
- God's Presence: A key theme is God’s promise to never leave nor forsake the Israelites. This
provides reassurance and comfort, indicating that God is always with His people.
- Obedience and Faith: Moses reminds the Israelites to be strong and courageous, and to rely on
God’s strength as they face new challenges. This teaches the value of faith and obedience in
overcoming obstacles.

Application for Students
- Trust in Leadership: Just as Moses trusted Joshua, students can learn about trusting and
respecting leadership in their own lives.
- Courage: Encourages children to be brave and trust that they are never alone, similar to how the
Israelites were encouraged.
- Importance of Rules: Reinforces the concept of following rules and guidelines as part of a
community, emphasizing cooperation and harmony.

These insights can aid teachers in helping students understand the importance of leadership, faith,
and obedience, as taught in Deuteronomy 31.


