
Teacher_tips
Teacher Notes and Tips for Teaching Joshua 1 to Elementary Students

Objective:
- Help students understand Joshua’s leadership, God’s promises, and the importance of courage
and obedience.

Pacing Suggestions:
1. Introduction (5-10 minutes):
- Briefly review the story of Moses and how Joshua became the leader after him.
- Introduce the key themes: leadership, courage, obedience, and God’s faithfulness.

2. Reading the Passage (10-15 minutes):
- Consider using a children's Bible or a paraphrased version to keep language simple.
- Read Joshua 1, pausing after significant verses to explain and discuss.

3. Discussion and Activities (20-25 minutes):
- Break down the concepts of leadership and courage with relatable examples.
- Encourage students to share stories or examples of when they showed bravery or followed rules
well.
- Use role-playing or a short skit to act out parts of the passage and its themes.

4. Wrap-Up and Reflection (5-10 minutes):
- Summarize the key points: trust in God, be brave, and follow God’s instructions.
- Ask students to think about how they can be good leaders or courageous in their own lives.

Explaining Difficult Concepts:

- Leadership: Explain using school settings; talk about class monitors or sports team captains.
- Courage: Use simple stories or examples, like trying a new activity or speaking in front of the
class.
- Obedience to God: Relate it to following classroom rules or instructions from parents.
- God’s Promises: Simplify explaining how promises are commitments and God always keeps His.

Engagement Strategies:

- Interactive Q&A: Ask open-ended questions about what the students think a good leader does.
- Visual Aids: Use drawings or crafts to help visualize the story (e.g., making a paper "promised
land").
- Games: Organize a simple game to demonstrate teamwork and leadership skills.
- Storytelling: Share a story of someone known to the students who displayed courage or
leadership.

Managing Engagement:

- Maintain eye contact and use expressive voice modulation to keep interest high.
- Encourage students to participate by asking questions and discussing their thoughts.
- Keep activities varied and short; young children often have limited attention spans.
- Praise contributions to foster a positive and inclusive environment.


