Scripture background

Background Notes for Joshua 4

Historical Context

- Time Period: The events take place around the late Bronze Age, which historians suggest is
approximately 1400-1200 BC.

- Setting: The Israelites have just finished 40 years of wandering in the desert after escaping from
slavery in Egypt. They are entering the Promised Land, Canaan.

- Key Figure: Joshua, the leader of the Israelites, who took over after Moses. He guides the people
into their new homeland.

Cultural Insights

- The 12 Tribes: The Israelites are divided into 12 tribes, each descended from one of the 12 sons
of Jacob.

- Stones as Memorials: In ancient cultures, stones were often used to mark significant events or
places. Setting up stones helped people remember important moments and stories.

Theological Insights

- Miracle of the Jordan River: In Joshua 4, God stops the flow of the Jordan River so the Israelites
can cross into the Promised Land on dry ground. This demonstrates God’s power and fulfillment of
His promises.

- Faith and Obedience: The Israelites follow God’s instructions through Joshua, showing their trust
and obedience, which are central themes in their relationship with God.

- Remembrance: Joshua sets up 12 stones from the Jordan River. These stones serve as a
reminder for future generations of what God did for the Israelites, emphasizing the importance of
remembering God's blessings and faithfulness.

Key Themes and Lessons

- God’s Faithfulness: God keeps His promises, as shown by leading the Israelites safely into the
land He promised them.

- Leadership and Courage: Joshua’s leadership shows courage and reliance on God.

- Importance of Remembrance: Remembering what God has done in the past helps us trust Him
with our future.

These points help students and teachers understand the historical, cultural, and theological
dimensions of the passage, making it relevant and engaging for an elementary audience.



