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Background Notes for Joshua 12

Historical Context:
- The Book of Joshua is the sixth book in the Bible's Old Testament. It sits in the historical books
section and discusses the Israelites entering and taking possession of the Promised Land
(Canaan) after their escape from Egypt.
- Joshua, the book's main character, was Moses' assistant and became the leader of the Israelites
after Moses. He led them through battles to conquer the land.
- Chapter 12 specifically lists the kings and lands defeated by the Israelites under Joshua's
leadership, emphasizing the fulfillment of God's promises to the Israelites.

Cultural Insights:
- During the time when Joshua lived, regions like Canaan were made up of city-states, each ruled
by its own king. So, conquering a city usually meant defeating its king.
- The listing of kings and territories in Joshua 12 highlights the importance of land and leadership in
ancient cultures, as control of land meant survival and prosperity.
- The victories also stress the unity and collective effort of the tribes of Israel working together to
claim their promised inheritance.

Theological Insights:
- Joshua 12 serves to remind the Israelites of God’s faithfulness. He promised the patriarchs—like
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob—a land for their descendants, and these victories are seen as God
honoring His word.
- The chapter conveys that victory is not solely by the might of the Israelites, but by divine
assistance. It underscores God’s power and provision in battles.
- It's essential for students to understand that this chapter emphasizes obedience to God's
commands. Joshua and the Israelites followed God’s instructions closely, which led to their
successes.

These notes aim to make the historical and theological significance of Joshua 12 accessible to
elementary students, providing a foundation of understanding for further exploration of the book.


