Teacher _tips

Teacher Notes and Tips for Teaching 'Joshua 12'

Objective:

Help elementary students understand the significance of Joshua 12, which lists the kings defeated
by Moses and Joshua and the lands they conquered. Emphasize themes like leadership, courage,
and trust in God.

Pacing Suggestions:

- Introduction (5-10 minutes): Briefly introduce Joshua and the context of the Israelites entering the
Promised Land.

- Reading the Text (10-15 minutes): Read Joshua 12 aloud. Consider using a simplified or
children's Bible version.

- Discussion/Activities (15-20 minutes): Engage students in a discussion or activity to reinforce the
lesson.

- Conclusion (5 minutes): Summarize the key themes and their relevance to students' lives.

Explaining Difficult Concepts:

1. List of Kings and Lands:

- Explain that Joshua 12 is like a "report card" of victories. Each king and land represents a
challenge that the Israelites overcame with faith.

2. Historical Context:

- Briefly discuss the journey from Egypt to the Promised Land. Compare it to a long adventure,
emphasizing perseverance and patience.

3. Leadership and Trust:

- lllustrate Joshua as a leader chosen by God. Relate to a familiar concept of students having trust
in their teachers or parents.

Managing Student Engagement:

1. Use Visuals:

- Create simple maps to show the journey and lands conquered. Visual aids help children grasp
large quantities of information.

2. Interactive Storytelling:

- Turn the list into a story of triumphs. Consider role-playing or using props to depict battles won.
3. Questions and Reflection:

- Ask questions like, "How do you think the Israelites felt when they won each battle?" Encourage
students to relate to their experiences of overcoming challenges.

4. Creative Craft:

- A craft activity like drawing or constructing paper crowns for "kings" can make the lesson tangible
and memorable.

5. Games:

- Play a simple game where students act as Israelites remembering their journey. Incorporate
movement to keep the energy positive.

By addressing the structure and content of Joshua 12 through storytelling, visuals, and
engagement activities, this lesson can be both educational and inspiring for elementary students.



