Scripture background

Background Notes for Joshua 13

Historical Context:

- The book of Joshua tells the story of the Israelites entering and settling in the Promised Land,
which God had promised to them.

- Joshua 13 focuses on dividing the land among the twelve tribes of Israel. This chapter marks a
transition from the conquest of the land to its distribution.

- The Israelites have moved from slavery in Egypt, wandered in the desert for 40 years, and are
now establishing themselves in Canaan.

Cultural Insights:

- In ancient times, land was a valuable resource and a sign of wealth and stability. Owning land
meant having a place to call home and grow food.

- The division of land involved careful planning and was important for maintaining peace among the
tribes.

- The Levites, one of the tribes, did not receive a portion of land like the others. Instead, they were
given cities to live in because their job was to serve God and the community.

Theological Insights:

- Joshua 13 highlights God's faithfulness in fulfilling promises. God had promised Abraham, Isaac,
and Jacob that their descendants would inhabit Canaan.

- The division and inheritance of the land show that God provides for His people and establishes
order.

- This passage encourages trust in God’s plans and reminds us that His promises are reliable and
true.

Discussion Points for Students:

1. Why was dividing the land among the tribes important for the Israelites?

2. What does this chapter teach us about keeping promises?

3. How can we remember and be thankful for the things God provides us today?



