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Teacher Notes and Tips for Teaching Joshua 13 to Elementary Students

Objective:
- Help students understand the key themes and events in Joshua 13, including the division of land
among the tribes of Israel.
- Introduce the concept of inheritance and its significance in the biblical context.

Materials:
- Children's Bible or simplified version of the text
- Map of ancient Israel
- Visual aids (illustrations of land division)
- Whiteboard and markers
- Paper and colored pencils for drawing activities

Pacing Suggestions:
1. Introduction (5-10 minutes):
- Begin with a brief overview of who Joshua is and his role in leading the Israelites.
- Explain the context: the Israelites have entered the Promised Land after leaving Egypt.

2. Reading and Explanation (10-15 minutes):
- Read Joshua 13 aloud from a children's Bible.
- Pause occasionally to explain key points or difficult words.
- Discuss the concept of inheritance ("the land that God promised to each tribe").

3. Discussion and Questions (10 minutes):
- Ask questions to ensure understanding, such as "Why was dividing the land important?"
- Discuss how the land was shared among the tribes and the importance of fairness.

4. Activity (15 minutes):
- Use a map to show the regions of land given to each tribe.
- Have students draw their own maps and color the different areas.

5. Wrap-Up (5 minutes):
- Summarize the lesson's main points.
- Encourage students to think about why sharing the land was a way to keep peace.

Explaining Difficult Concepts:
- Inheritance: Simplify by comparing it to sharing toys or rooms in a house among siblings.
- Tribes of Israel: Explain as large family groups with Joshua helping to ensure each got their own
space.

Managing Student Engagement:
- Use visual aids to maintain interest, especially when discussing the division of land.
- Encourage participation by asking open-ended questions.
- Incorporate interactive activities, like map drawing, to make learning hands-on.
- Break up the lesson with short, relatable stories or examples.

Guidance for Engagement:



- Keep the tone lively and enthusiastic to foster interest.
- Use gestures and movements when telling the story to keep young students attentive.
- Recognize and respond to students' questions and ideas to make them feel valued.

Conclusion:
End with a positive note, emphasizing how the division of land shows God's faithfulness in fulfilling
promises and the importance of community sharing and fairness.


