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Teacher Notes and Tips for Teaching 'Joshua 15'

Lesson Objective:
- Students will become familiar with the geographical boundaries of the tribe of Judah as outlined in
Joshua 15.
- Understand the historical and biblical significance of land distribution among the tribes of Israel.

Pacing Suggestions:
- Introduction (5-10 minutes): Begin with a brief overview of the Book of Joshua to provide context.
Explain the concept of the Promised Land.
- Reading the Passage (15 minutes): Read Joshua 15 with the class, breaking it into manageable
sections and summarizing after each part.
- Discussion (10 minutes): Discuss the importance of boundaries and what they meant for the
tribes of Israel.
- Activities (20 minutes): Engage students with activities such as map drawing or role-play.
- Review and Reflection (5-10 minutes): Recap the lesson, allowing students to share what they
learned.

Explaining Difficult Concepts:

- Geographical Boundaries:
- Use a map of ancient Israel to visually represent the boundaries.
- Relate these boundaries to concepts students understand, like the borders of their town or state.

- Tribal Inheritance:
- Explain inheritance simply as something passed down in a family, like family heirlooms.
- Relate to the students’ own lives by mentioning how sometimes family items or responsibilities
are shared.

- Historical Context:
- Simplify the historical context by explaining that this was a time long ago when people lived in
tribes and land was very important for survival and identity.

- Promised Land:
- Describe the Promised Land as a special gift from God, a place where the Israelites would live
and grow.

Managing Student Engagement:

- Interactive Map Activity:
- Provide blank maps and have students draw the boundary lines as described in Joshua 15.
- Use colors to differentiate between areas to make the activity colorful and engaging.

- Role Play:
- Assign students different roles such as Joshua, tribal leaders, and Judahites.
- Have them act out the allocation of land to the tribe to personalize the experience.

- Discussion and Questioning:



- Encourage students to ask questions and express their thoughts on why land was so important to
the Israelites.
- Use open-ended questions to prompt discussion, such as "How do you think the people felt about
receiving land?"

- Visual Aids:
- Use images or drawings of ancient tools and homes to help children visualize life in biblical times.

- Relatable Examples:
- Draw parallels between the process of dividing the land and how students might share things at
home or school to make the concept of fair distribution clearer.

Materials Needed:
- Bibles or printed copies of Joshua 15
- Maps of ancient Israel
- Colored pencils/crayons
- Props for role-playing (optional)

Additional Guidance:
- Keep the tone light and fun, ensuring students understand this part of the Bible touches on history
and culture.
- Be open to simplifying language further for younger students or those who may struggle with
comprehension.


