
Lesson
Engaging Introduction

Good morning, everyone! Today, we’re going to explore a fascinating story from the Bible about
land, promises, and teamwork. Have any of you ever been on a long journey, maybe a camping trip
with your family? Imagine you’ve been traveling for a long time, and you finally reach your
destination—somewhere that’s meant just for you. That’s kind of what happened for the Israelites
in the Book of Joshua.

After many adventures and challenges, the Israelites, God’s chosen people, finally entered the land
God promised them. This new place was called Canaan, and it was an exciting new home. Joshua,
their leader, had a big job: dividing this land among all the families of Israel’s tribes. Today, we're
going to focus on Joshua Chapter 19 and see how this played out.

Now, think about it: how would you feel if you and your friends all got to open a big birthday present
together? What if there were books, toys, and games inside, and you had to evenly share it among
yourselves? It’s a bit like what Joshua had to do! He had to make sure that every tribe received a
special piece of land that was perfect for them. So, let’s dive into the story of Joshua 19 and see
how God’s plan unfolded through teamwork, patience, and a fair distribution of the land.

Main Teaching Points

1. The Importance of Fair Distribution

First, let’s understand why it was essential for each tribe to get their own piece of land. God had
promised the land of Canaan to Abraham’s descendants long ago. Now that they were finally there,
it was crucial to keep this promise and ensure everyone had a place to call home. Imagine being
given a huge box of crayons, but only being allowed to use one color. You wouldn’t be able to draw
a rainbow, would you? Sharing the colors makes it possible to create something beautiful, just like
sharing the land ensured every tribe could flourish and thrive.

Joshua divided the land with a system called casting lots, which might sound like rolling dice. This
way, everyone knew it was fair and that nobody was playing favorites. It reminds us of how
important it is to be fair and help everyone get what they need.

2. The Tribal Allocation

In Joshua 19, we find a list of the specific tribes and the lands they received. Not only was this
process meaningful back then, but it also reminds us of God’s faithfulness. Remember the twelve
tribes of Israel? Names like Simeon, Zebulun, and Issachar might sound unfamiliar to you, but they
were real groups of people excited to move into their new homes. Each tribe had unique needs and
characteristics, just like your family may prefer living in a house near a park or a library.

Let’s focus on one tribe to illustrate: the tribe of Naphtali. They got a beautiful area with mountains
and lakes. Can you picture running up a mountain trail or playing by a lake? Each tribe’s land was
picked carefully to match who they were and what they needed.

3. God Keeps His Promises



A crucial part of this story is seeing that God kept His promises. We need to remember God is like
a super trustworthy friend. If you’ve ever made a promise to keep a secret or to help someone with
a project, then you understand how precious promises are. God promised the land, and through
Joshua, the Israelites received it. This teaches us that God’s promises, although sometimes taking
time, always come true.

When things seem uncertain, we can look back on stories like Joshua 19 and trust that God has a
plan for us too, just like He had for the Israelites. Even if we don't know what it is right now, we
know He's working to fulfill it perfectly.

4. The Role of Leadership and Obedience

Finally, let’s talk about Joshua’s role as a leader. Joshua had a huge responsibility. Imagine being
in charge of organizing a massive party for hundreds of friends and making sure everyone had fun.
That’s a bit like what Joshua was doing, but with land and not games! He listened carefully to
God’s instructions, ensuring everything was done right.

Following Joshua’s example, we learn about the importance of listening to God and adult figures in
our lives like parents and teachers. Joshua’s leadership reminds us that every role we have,
whether it’s a class leader or team captain, should be used to help others and to listen actively for
guidance.

Personal Application for Elementary Students

Now that we’ve explored the main points of our lesson, let’s think about how this story from Joshua
19 can apply to our own lives. Even though we’re talking about something that happened a long
time ago, God's Word is always relevant to us today.

Firstly, consider the idea of sharing fairly, just like the land among the tribes. Whether it’s toys,
snacks, or sharing time with your friends, remember the lesson from Joshua on fairness. It’s
important that everyone feels included and gets what they need, and you can be someone who
makes that happen.

Secondly, we can trust God because, like in the story, He has plans for each of us. When you face
challenges or situations where things aren’t going your way, remember the Israelites who had to
wait for their land patiently. Our experiences aren’t that different, and by holding onto God’s
promises, we can find peace even when life gets tough.

Thirdly, the leadership seen in Joshua’s journey is something you can use as role models in your
life. You’re never too young to lead others by example. Listen well, make fair decisions, and
support your friends just like Joshua showed. Being a leader doesn’t mean being loud or bossy—it
means being wise, kind, and helping others find what they need.

Interactive Discussion Questions

Let’s finish up with some questions to think about, discuss with your friends, or talk over with your
teacher. They’ll help us understand and connect with the story of Joshua 19 even more.

1. Why do you think it was important for Joshua to ensure every tribe got land?
- Help students understand that fairness was key in maintaining peace and happiness among the
tribes. Discuss how fairness creates trust in relationships and communities.



2. What would you do if you had to share your ice cream with friends but there weren’t enough
bowls?
- This touches on the theme of sharing and creativity in making sure everyone is included.
Encourage ideas like taking turns, finding alternatives, and sharing together.

3. How can you be a good leader like Joshua in your own life?
- Discuss opportunities they might have to lead at school or home, and emphasize qualities like
honesty, listening, and helping.

4. Why is it important to trust that God has a plan for us?
- Explore the concept of security and hope found in God’s promises, encouraging children to think
of examples when trusting brought about a good outcome in their lives.

These questions will help cement the lesson in students’ hearts while encouraging them to act on
what they’ve learned. Let’s remember Joshua 19’s story of trust, fairness, and leadership as we go
through our day.


