Scripture background

Background Notes for Joshua 19

Historical Context:

1. Time Period: This event takes place during the period after the Israelites entered the Promised
Land, around the late Bronze Age (circa 1200 BCE).

2. Setting: The Israelites, under Joshua’s leadership, are dividing the land of Canaan among the
twelve tribes. This chapter follows the allocation of land to specific tribes.

3. Tribes of Israel: The ancient Israelites consisted of twelve tribes. In Joshua 19, several of these
tribes receive their portions of land, specifically Simeon, Zebulun, Issachar, Asher, Naphtali, and
Dan.

Cultural Context:

1. Inheritance and Division: Land inheritance was essential for the Israelites. It represented God's
promise fulfilled, providing them a place for their families and livestock.

2. Community and Identity: Each tribe’s land helped them maintain a sense of community and
identity within the larger nation of Israel.

Theological Insights:

1. God’'s Promises: The division of the land among the tribes symbolizes the fulfillment of God’s
promises to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. God's faithfulness is central.

2. Obedience and Leadership: Joshua’s orderly distribution reflects obedient leadership and
organization, showing the Israelites' responsibility in following God's commands.

3. God’s Provision: The chapter illustrates God's provision and care, ensuring each tribe had what
they needed. This teaches about trusting in God’s plan and timing.

Teaching Points:

1. Promise and Patience: Explain to students how waiting for a promise is essential and how God
keeps His promises even if it takes time.

2. Community Roles: Discuss how different roles and inheritances help community members work
together harmoniously.

3. Leadership and Faith: Highlight Joshua's role in fulfilling his duties and how he is an example of
faithful leadership.

For teachers, these insights can help present Joshua 19 as a lesson in history about the Israelites,
the importance of trust in fulfilling promises, and the significance of community and faith in God’s
plan.



