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Background Notes for Joshua 20

Historical Context:
- Ancient Israel: Joshua 20 takes place during the time when the Israelites, led by Joshua, have
settled in the Promised Land, Canaan, after their escape from Egypt.
- Division of Land: The land was divided among the 12 tribes of Israel. As part of this organization,
specific cities were chosen for particular purposes.

Cultural Insights:
- Cities of Refuge: The concept of Cities of Refuge was an ancient legal system meant to ensure
justice and protect people who had accidentally harmed someone. These cities provided a safe
place where individuals could escape retaliation until proper judgment was given.
- Justice and Mercy: In biblical times, families might pursue vengeance if a relative was harmed
(considered justice). Refuge cities balanced this by offering mercy to those who did not intend
harm.

Theological Insights:
- God's Provision: The establishment of Cities of Refuge demonstrates God's desire for justice and
mercy. It shows that God cares about fairness and protecting people from unjust harm.
- Value of Human Life: These cities underline the high value placed on human life and the
seriousness of maintaining community justice among God's people.
- Symbolism: The cities symbolize a place where one can find safety and a new start, which can be
connected to themes of forgiveness and protection found in Christianity.

Teaching Points:
- Explain how the law helped the community live peacefully by providing a system for resolving
conflicts.
- Highlight God's concern for fairness and the importance of listening to both sides of a story.
- Discuss with students how modern justice systems aim to protect and help people, drawing
parallels between ancient practices and today’s standards of law and safety.


