Teacher _tips

Teacher Notes for Teaching Judges 6 to Elementary Students

Overview

Judges 6 tells the story of Gideon, an unlikely hero chosen by God to deliver Israel from Midianite
oppression. The chapter covers Gideon's initial fear, his encounter with an angel, and his first steps
of obedience. This lesson will help students understand themes of faith, courage, and God's ability
to work through unlikely individuals.

Pacing Suggestions

- Introduction (5 minutes): Start with a brief overview of the Book of Judges to set the scene.
Explain how Israel went through cycles of disobedience, oppression, repentance, and deliverance.
- Reading & Storytelling (15 minutes): Read or narrate the story of Judges 6, ensuring to use a
child-friendly translation or paraphrase.

- Discussion & Activities (20 minutes): Engage in discussions and activities related to the story.

- Conclusion & Reflection (5 minutes): Summarize key lessons and allow time for personal
reflection or prayer.

Explanation of Difficult Concepts

- Oppression by the Midianites: Explain that the Israelites were hiding and afraid because a group
of people called the Midianites were treating them poorly and taking their food and livestock.

- Gideon's Doubt and Fear: Talk about how Gideon didn’t think he was strong or important enough
to help but God saw something special in him. Discuss feelings of self-doubt and how everyone
can have courage.

- Angel of the Lord: Explain that in the Bible, God sometimes sends messengers called angels to
talk to people. Emphasize God's care and decision to communicate with humans.

- Signs and Proof from God: Explain that Gideon wanted to be sure of God's instructions, which is
why he asked for signs.

Tips for Managing Student Engagement

- Interactive Storytelling: Use expressive voice changes and gestures when narrating the story to
maintain interest. Visual aids such as storyboards, pictures, or figurines can help illustrate parts of
the story.

- Role Play: Assign roles to students (e.g., Gideon, Angel, Midianites) and let them act out parts of
the story. This engages students and helps them empathize with the characters.

- Questions and Answers: Use open-ended questions to discuss feelings and choices in the story.
For example, "How do you think Gideon felt when the angel first spoke to him?"

- Creative Activities: Incorporate crafts or drawing. Have students draw Gideon's interaction with
the angel or design a "hero shield" with qualities they think make Gideon brave.

- Relatable Scenarios: Discuss modern situations where they may feel unsure about themselves,
and relate them back to how Gideon trusted God's plan.

Conclusion and Reflection

- Summarize Key Lessons: Reinforce that God can use anyone, no matter how small or scared
they feel, to do great things.

- Reflection Activity: Encourage students to think of a time when they felt scared but did something
brave. Provide time for voluntary sharing.

- Prayer: Offer a simple prayer, thanking God for helping us be brave like Gideon and asking for
courage to trust in Him.



These elements should provide a comprehensive approach to teaching Judges 6, ensuring
students not only understand the story but also connect its lessons to their own lives.



