
Teacher_tips
Teacher Notes for Teaching Judges 8 to Elementary Students

Objective:
Teach students about the story of Gideon and his actions in Judges 8, focusing on themes of
leadership, obedience, and the consequences of choices.

Pacing Suggestions:
1. Introduction (10 minutes):
- Briefly recap the story of Gideon from previous lessons, focusing on how he was chosen by God
to lead Israel.
- Introduce today's lesson on Judges 8, explaining that it covers what happens after Gideon's
victory over the Midianites.

2. Story Reading (15 minutes):
- Read through Judges 8 together. For younger students, consider summarizing sections or
reading from a children's Bible to simplify the language.
- Pause after key sections to ensure understanding and address any immediate questions.

3. Discussion and Explanation (15 minutes):
- Discuss the key events: the conflict with the Ephraimites, pursuit of the Midianite kings, the refusal
of kingship, and the creation of the ephod.
- Explain difficult concepts:
- Ephraimites' Complaint: Likely confusing for students. Explain as a disagreement among friends
or team members over roles in a project or game.
- Ephod: Describe as a special garment that was made but led to problems because it distracted
people from God.
- Gideon Refusing Kingship: Highlight his initial humility in suggesting God's leadership but contrast
with his later actions.

4. Activity (10 minutes):
- Engage students with a brief role-play or skit to act out key scenes. This helps in solidifying
understanding through movement and creativity.

5. Reflection and Application (10 minutes):
- Ask students to share their thoughts on leadership and what it means to make good choices.
- Discuss how Gideon's story can guide them in making decisions and being responsible leaders in
their own lives.

Engagement Tips:
- Visual Aids: Use pictures or drawings of scenes from Judges 8 to help students visualize the
story.
- Interactive Discussion: Encourage questions and relate themes to the students' everyday
experiences.
- Storyboard Creation: Have the students create their own storyboard of the key events to
summarize what they’ve learned.

Tips for Explaining Difficult Concepts:
- Use Analogies: Relate ancient practices to modern equivalents familiar to students (e.g.,



explaining "ephod" by comparing to a team jersey that became more important than the actual
team spirit).
- Break Down Terms: Simplify language by using terms the students are already familiar with.
- Repetition: Reinforce important points by revisiting them in different contexts throughout the
lesson.

Managing Student Engagement:
- Active Participation: Involve students directly by asking them to predict outcomes before revealing
the next part of the story.
- Peer Working: Have students work in pairs or small groups to discuss parts of the story and teach
each other.
- Variety in Delivery: Use different formats (e.g., storytelling, drawing, acting) to maintain interest.
This caters to different learning styles and keeps the content fresh.

End with a summary and prayer or moment of reflection, encouraging students to consider how
they can apply the lessons from Judges 8 in their daily lives.


