
Teacher_tips
Title: Teaching Judges 12 to Elementary Students

Lesson Objective:
Students will understand the story of Jephthah in Judges 12, focusing on leadership, conflict
resolution, and communication.

Pacing Suggestions:
- Introduction (5-10 minutes): Briefly set the context of the Book of Judges, explaining it as a time
when judges led Israel without kings.
- Storytelling (10-15 minutes): Narrate the story of Jephthah (Judges 12:1-7) in simple language.
- Discussion (10-15 minutes): Explore key themes and lessons.
- Activity (10-15 minutes): Engage students with a hands-on or creative activity.
- Conclusion (5 minutes): Recap key points and discuss personal applications.

Introduction Tips:
- Begin with a map, showing where the events took place.
- Explain the role of judges: leaders chosen by God to guide and rescue Israel.

Explaining Difficult Concepts:
- Tribe Rivalry: Use analogies like a school team to explain why the Ephraimites were upset with
Jephthah.
- Vows & Promises: Discuss the importance of being careful with words and promises.
- Conflict Resolution: Illustrate with simple examples, like resolving playground disputes.

Storytelling Tips:
- Simplify the story, focusing on key characters (Jephthah, Ephraimites).
- Use visuals such as drawings or puppets to make the story engaging.
- Emphasize the moral choices and consequences.

Discussion Guidance:
- Ask students if they’ve ever had a disagreement and how it was resolved.
- Discuss why listening and careful communication are important.

Managing Student Engagement:
- Encourage students to act out parts of the story to understand the characters better.
- Use interactive questions, prompting predictions and feelings about the story’s events.
- Break the story into sections and have students summarize parts to keep attention.

Activity Suggestions:
- Role Play: Simulate a peaceful conflict resolution based on the story.
- Drawing/Art: Have students create comic strips depicting the story.
- Group Discussion: In small groups, discuss what could have been done differently to avoid
conflict.

Conclusion Tips:
- Highlight the importance of communication and leadership.
- Encourage students to think of a situation where they can apply lessons from Jephthah’s story.



By adapting these notes to your classroom’s needs and students' understandings, you can facilitate
an engaging and educational session on Judges 12.


