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Background Notes for Judges 20

Historical Context:
- The Book of Judges is a part of the Old Testament and tells the stories of leaders (judges) who
ruled before Israel had kings.
- Judges 20 is set during the period after the Israelites settled in the Promised Land but before they
united under a single king.
- This story takes place in the land of Canaan, where the twelve tribes of Israel were settled.

Cultural Context:
- The story in Judges 20 involves a conflict between the tribe of Benjamin and the other tribes of
Israel.
- In ancient Israel, tribes often acted as their own smaller communities with specific responsibilities
and territories.
- The narrative involves a meeting at Mizpah, a location significant for assemblies and decisions for
the Israelite community.

Theological Insights:
- The chapter highlights themes of justice and consequences for wrongdoing, focusing on
addressing a grave sin committed in the town of Gibeah, which belonged to the tribe of Benjamin.
- It depicts how sometimes disagreements and conflicts arose among the Israelites, showing that
even God's chosen people needed guidance and reconciliation.
- God's involvement shows that seeking His guidance is important, even during tough situations.

For Elementary Students:
- Judges 20 is about a disagreement between the Israelites that started with something unfair and
how they tried to fix it.
- This story teaches us about the importance of fairness and following God's guidance when
solving problems.
- It reminds us that working together and listening to God can help groups of people get along
better.


