L esson
Engaging Introduction

Good morning, kids! Today, we're diving into a very interesting story from the Bible, in the book of
Judges, chapter 21. Imagine you're a part of a big family. Sometimes, family members don't agree
on everything, right? Well, our story is a bit like that. The people of Israel, which were God's special
people, had one huge family with 12 different groups, called tribes. These tribes sometimes had
problems on how to get along, just like you might have with your siblings or classmates.

Now, imagine you did something tough and then had to find a way to fix it. That's a little bit like
what happens in our story. The Israelites made a strict promise not to let one of their tribes, the
Benjamites, marry anyone from the other tribes because they were so upset with them. But then
they felt sorry about the decision and were sad for the tribe of Benjamin because they had no wives
to rebuild their tribe. The Israelites didn’t want Benjamin to disappear, so they needed a clever plan
to help them.

Let's picture this: if you built a big Lego city and then something knocked it down, you'd want to
rebuild it, right? That gives you a sense of what it was like for the Israelites. They needed to rebuild
their community because, even though they had a disagreement, they all still belonged to the same
big family.

In today’s lesson, we're going to see how they worked it all out and discover what it means for us.
So, put on your imagination hats and let's embark on this adventure!

Main Teaching Points

Our story really revolves around some important points that help us understand both the mistakes
and the actions of the Israelites. Let’s explore those together.

1. Understanding Rash Decisions:

The Israelites had made a pretty big decision without fully thinking it through. Have you ever said
something without thinking only to realize it wasn't the best choice? Like maybe you said you'd
never talk to someone again during a fight, but later you realized that you still wanted them to be
your friend. In Judges 21, the Israelites made a vow not to give their daughters to the Benjamites
as punishment. But afterward, they realized this decision would mean the tribe might disappear
altogether.

The key lesson here is to take our time with decisions, especially important ones, and always think
about what might happen next. God wants us to be wise and think things through, just like your
parents or teachers advise you to do your homework carefully.

2. Compassion and Regret:

Even though the Israelites were angry, they soon felt compassion and regret for the tribe of
Benjamin. Compassion means feeling sorry for someone else’s trouble and wanting to help. Have
you ever felt sorry after being angry? Maybe you realized your sibling was hurt or sad, and you
wanted to make it better. In our story, compassion wins over anger, which teaches us the
importance of kindness and forgiveness.



We can all learn to have kind hearts and ask for forgiveness, remembering that it's never too late to
say, "I'm sorry" or "Let's fix this."

3. Finding Solutions in Tough Situations:

The Israelites had to find a way to solve the problem. They came up with a plan to help Benjamin
find wives from people who had not made the vow. While the plan was far from perfect, it shows us
how people come together to solve problems.

Think about working on a group project at school. Sometimes one idea doesn't work, and then you
need to brainstorm together to come up with new solutions. The Israelites had the responsibility to
help each other, demonstrating that being part of a community means helping one another through
tricky times.

4. Unity and Rebuilding:

Lastly, the Israelites’ desire to save the tribe of Benjamin teaches us about unity and the
importance of sticking together, especially as a family. Just as we might patch up a quarrel and
make up with our friends, the Israelites wanted to restore their bigger family and not let one piece
of it fade away.

Think of it like a family photo where everyone needs to be in the picture for it to be complete. Our
families, friends, and communities are like those photos—we need everyone for it to be full and

happy!

Each of these points helps us understand the real message in Judges 21. Even when our decisions
have consequences, we can show compassion, find creative solutions, and strive for unity, just as
the Israelites eventually did.

Personal Application for Elementary Students

Now let's think about what this story means for us today. Even though the Israelites lived a long
time ago, there’s a lot we can learn!

First, just like the Israelites, we might make decisions or promises that later we see weren’t the
best. Maybe you've promised to never talk to someone again because you were upset. The story
shows us the importance of thinking before we act or speak.

Also, remember that everyone makes mistakes. What's important is how we respond afterward.
Showing compassion is crucial. If someone’s feeling left out or sad because of a big
misunderstanding at school or at home, reaching out with kindness can make all the difference.
Helping someone else rebuild their day with a smile or an act of kindness is like helping rebuild a
bridge.

When things are tough, it's easy to feel like walking away. The Israelites felt like giving up on
Benjamin, but ultimately they chose unity. Let’s try to solve problems with our siblings or
classmates, listening and trying to find solutions together. We can learn from the Israelites’
eventual act of coming together for a greater family picture.

So next time when you face a challenge or an argument, remember God is with you, encouraging
you to think carefully, show kindness, and seek unity. That's a wonderful way to live and make our
world a better place!



Interactive Discussion Questions

Now, | have some questions for you all! These will help us think more about today's lesson and
solidify what we've learned.

1. Why is it important to think before making decisions?

Take a moment to reflect. Decisions are like stones thrown into a pond—they make ripples.
Remember how the Israelites made a promise they didn’t think through? Encourage sharing ideas
about how thinking first can lead to better outcomes and fewer regrets.

2. Can you think of a time when compassion helped solve a problem?

It might be a simple time you helped a friend who was upset, or when someone helped you.
Compassion can often turn a sad situation into a better one. This is your chance to explore with
them how compassion has real changes in everyday life.

3. How can we work together better when we disagree?

Encourage the children to think about practical ideas—Ilike talking things out, getting help from an
adult, or finding a compromise. Sharing might motivate others with their creative ways of resolving
problems.

4. What does unity mean to you, and how can we show unity in our classroom or at home?

Unity is like the cords in a braid or sticks bound together—they’re stronger together. Discuss how
teamwork, supporting each other, and including everyone makes for a happier environment.

As you discuss these questions together, encourage the children to see connections between the
story and their daily experiences and how they interact with others. Listening to each other’s
answers strengthens their understanding and inspires new ways to live out these lessons.

Remember, every question and answer is a chance to grow in wisdom and love, just like God
wants us to. Thanks for being amazing listeners today!



