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Teacher Notes and Tips for Teaching '1 Samuel 4'

Objective:
Students will learn about the events in 1 Samuel 4 and the key themes, such as the importance of
obedience to God and the consequences of disobedience.

Pacing Suggestions:
- Introduction (5 minutes): Briefly introduce the story's context, focusing on Israel, the Philistines,
and the significance of the Ark of the Covenant.
- Reading (10 minutes): Read the chapter aloud. Use a children's version of the Bible for clarity.
- Discussion and Explanation (15 minutes): Break down the story into sections to explain key
events.
- Activity (10 minutes): Engage students with a related activity.
- Conclusion (5 minutes): Summarize the main points and discuss the lessons learned.

Explaining Difficult Concepts:

- Ark of the Covenant: Describe it as a special and holy box that represented God's presence with
the Israelites. It was very important to their faith.

- Philistines: Simplify by explaining that they were another group of people living near the Israelites
who often fought with them.

- Obedience and Disobedience: Relate to simple classroom rules. Discuss how following rules
leads to positive outcomes, while disobedience can lead to consequences.

- Loss and Consequences: Explain that sometimes when we make wrong choices, it can lead to
loss, like how the Israelites lost the Ark because they didn’t listen to God.

Student Engagement Strategies:

- Visual Aids: Use pictures or drawings of the Ark of the Covenant and maps showing the locations
to make the story come alive.

- Role Play: Have students act out the story to reinforce comprehension, with roles like Israelites,
Philistines, and priests.

- Questions and Answers: Use simple questions during the story to keep them thinking and
engaged, such as "What would you feel if you were an Israelite?" or "Why is it important to listen to
God?"

- Interactive Activities: Create a craft activity where students can make their own mini Ark of the
Covenant using simple materials like shoeboxes, gold paper, and craft sticks.

Conclusion Tips:

- Recap Key Themes: Emphasize obedience to God and the importance of faithfulness.



- Real-Life Application: Encourage students to think about how they can obey rules at home,
school, and in other activities.

Reflect on the story’s moral aspects, encouraging students to discuss how they might handle
situations where they need to make important decisions.

Adjust pacing and style according to the students' age and comprehension levels, ensuring that
every child is actively involved and understands the core messages of the story.


