L esson
Engaging Introduction

Hello everyone! Today we are going to dive into an exciting story from the Bible that involves a
mysterious journey, a powerful God, and some very serious statues. Have any of you ever played a
game of capture the flag? Imagine if the flag were something super important and special to you.
How would you feel if someone took it? Well, in our story today, something very special to the
Israelites, God's people, was captured by another group of people called the Philistines. This
special item was called the Ark of the Covenant. It wasn't just a box; it was a sacred chest that
represented God's presence with His people.

Now, imagine how upset the Israelites were when the Philistines captured it during a fierce battle.
The Philistines were thrilled! They took the Ark and placed it in the temple of their god, Dagon, as a
trophy. They thought their god had defeated the God of Israel. But what the Philistines didn’t know
was that God had a big surprise in store for them.

As we dive into the story, let's pay attention to how God's power is shown and what happens to the
Philistines' false god. It's a story full of unexpected events, and through it, we can learn more about
God's great power and why it's important to worship Him alone. Are you ready to discover what
happened next? Let’s jump into the story of 1 Samuel chapter 5 together!

Main Teaching Points
The Power of God vs. Dagon

Once the Philistines had captured the Ark, they took it into the temple of their god, Dagon, placing it
right beside the statue of Dagon. The next morning, when they entered the temple, they found
something shocking; Dagon was facedown on the ground before the Ark of the Lord! Imagine if you
had a toy that you always put in a special place every night, and in the morning, you found it lying
on the floor. Surprising, right?

This wasn't just an accident. The Philistines decided to set Dagon back up in his place. But the
next morning, Dagon had fallen over again, and this time, his head and hands were broken off.
This showed that their idol was powerless compared to the one true God. For the Israelites, the Ark
was a symbol of God's presence, but it wasn’t God Himself. The Philistines learned that nothing
could stand against God's power, not even their most revered statue.

God’s Warning through Troubles

After the strange events with Dagon, things became even more troublesome for the Philistines.
God sent a series of plagues on the people in the city of Ashdod, where the Ark was kept. The
Bible describes these plagues as tumors and rats, which caused a great panic. The Philistines
were scared and realized that having the Ark was bringing more trouble than victory.

This part of the story illustrates that God can use different ways to get our attention. When things
are going wrong, it sometimes means we need to stop and listen. The Philistines were forced to
recognize that they were facing the God of Israel, who was more powerful than they understood. It
was a clear message: they needed to respect God's power and reconsider their actions.



The Journey of the Ark

The Philistines decided to move the Ark to a different city, hoping to escape these problems. But
each city that received the Ark experienced the same plagues. The panic spread from Ashdod to
Gath and then to Ekron, until the Philistine leaders finally decided they needed to send the Ark
back to the Israelites. They realized that the God of Israel was too powerful for them to handle.
Sometimes, when we face challenges, we might try to run from them, just like the Philistines tried
to run from the power of God by moving the Ark.

However, running away often doesn’t solve anything. It's important to remember that the best thing
we can do is turn toward God and seek His guidance.

Personal Application for Elementary Students

Now that we've explored how God's power was shown to the Philistines, let's think about what this
means for us. Even though we don’t have an Ark of the Covenant today, God’s presence is still
with us through His Holy Spirit. This story reminds us that God is powerful and that He loves us
very much.

Just like the Philistines needed to learn that their idols were powerless compared to God, we need
to remember to keep God first in our own lives. We might not worship statues, but sometimes we
might focus more on other things than on God. For example, maybe we get so busy playing video
games or watching TV that we forget to spend time with God. This story reminds us that nothing is
more important than our relationship with God.

Whenever you face troubles or challenges, remember that God is always there to help. Talk to Him
in prayer and ask for His help and guidance. If you ever feel like you're facing something too big to
handle, remember that God is always bigger and stronger, just like He showed the Philistines. We
can trust in His power and love every single day.

Interactive Discussion Questions

1. Why Do You Think God Allowed the Ark to Be Captured?

Explain that sometimes God allows things to happen to teach us important lessons or to show His
power. Ask the students if they’ve ever had something happen that seemed really bad at first but
then learned something important from it. Encourage them to share examples.

2. How Did the Philistines Realize the Power of God?

This question helps students recall specific details about the story and reinforces memory. Discuss
the events that led to the Philistines recognizing God’s power - Dagon’s bowing, the plagues, and
their decision to return the Ark. Emphasize how these acts revealed that God is the one true God.
3. How Can We Keep God First in Our Lives?

Guide the students in thinking about practical ways to prioritize God, such as praying, reading the

Bible, and attending church. Encourage them to think about what might distract them from their
relationship with God and how they can redirect their attention to Him.

4. What Does This Story Teach Us About Facing Difficulties?



Discuss how God'’s presence gives us strength and that when we face difficulties, we can trust in
God rather than trying to run away or handle things alone. Encourage the children to think of times
they might need to rely on God more, reaffirming their understanding that God is always with them.

End the lesson by summarizing that just like in the story, God’s power is real and present today.
We can trust Him to guide us, help us through difficult times, and most importantly, we should
always honor Him above all else.



