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Teacher Notes and Tips for Teaching 1 Samuel 5 to Elementary Students

Lesson Objective:
- Students will understand the key events of 1 Samuel 5, focusing on the Ark of the Covenant's
journey and the consequences faced by the Philistines.

Materials Needed:
- Children's Bible or simplified text of 1 Samuel 5
- Visual aids: maps of the journey, illustrations of the Ark, and the Philistine cities
- Whiteboard and markers
- Craft materials for a related activity

Pacing Suggestions:
1. Introduction (5 minutes)
- Begin with a recap of the story leading up to 1 Samuel 5 (the battle and capture of the Ark by the
Philistines). Use simple language.
- Introduce the key themes: respect for the holy and consequences of actions.

2. Reading the Passage (10 minutes)
- Read a simplified version of 1 Samuel 5 aloud. Pause frequently to ensure understanding and ask
simple comprehension questions.
- Use visual aids to show the locations mentioned (Ashdod, Gath, Ekron).

3. Discussing the Story (10 minutes)
- Ask questions like, "What happened to the statue of Dagon?" and "How did the Philistines feel
when they had the Ark?"
- Explain the concept of God’s power and holiness, ensuring students understand that the Ark
represented God’s presence. Use examples they can relate to.

4. Explaining Difficult Concepts (10 minutes)
- Ark of the Covenant: Explain it as a special box made by God’s people to hold important things
and symbolize God’s presence.
- Plagues and Consequences: Compare the sores and mice to something children understand, like
getting sick from a bad choice to convey the idea of consequences.
- Respect and Reverence: Use examples from school rules or respecting classroom materials to
draw parallels about reverence for God.

5. Craft Activity (15 minutes)
- Create a simple craft Ark using paper or cardboard. Children can decorate it while discussing the
important lesson of the story.
- Encourage creativity and let students talk about why respecting sacred things is important.

6. Review and Conclusion (5 minutes)
- Recap the key points of the story: the Ark's travels and the reactions of the Philistines.
- Ask students to share what they learned and how the story might relate to their lives.
- Highlight the importance of making good choices and respecting what is special.

Managing Student Engagement:



- Use engaging storytelling techniques, such as different voices for characters or dramatic pauses.
- Encourage questions and ensure a welcoming atmosphere for students to express their thoughts.
- Keep activities interactive – allow students to act out parts of the story or move around to the
“Philistine cities” you’ve set up in the classroom.

Conclusion:
- Reinforce the moral of the story: treating what is sacred with respect and understanding that
actions have consequences.
- End with a short prayer or moment of reflection, inviting students to think about how they can
show respect in their own lives.


