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Background Notes for 1 Samuel 12

Historical Context:
1. Who is Samuel? Samuel was a prophet and leader of Israel who helped guide the people
according to God's will. He was the last of the judges before Israel had kings.

2. Transition Time: Israel was transitioning from being led by judges to having kings. This passage
deals with the history just after Israel's first king, Saul, was anointed by Samuel.

3. Location: This event takes place in Israel, the ancient homeland of the Israelites, God's chosen
people.

Cultural Insights:
1. Role of Judges: Before kings, leaders called judges helped the Israelites. They served as both
military leaders and spiritual guides.

2. Monarchy Begins: Israel wanted to be like other nations and have a king to lead them. Even
though God was their true king, God allowed them to have a human king.

3. Gibeah and Gilgal: Important locations for assembling the people and making decisions, like
officially appointing Saul as king.

Theological Insights:
1. God's Faithfulness: Samuel reminds the Israelites that God has been faithful to them, delivering
them from slavery in Egypt and helping them despite their disobedience.

2. Trust and Obedience: The people are encouraged to follow and obey God, trusting in His
guidance even with a king.

3. Importance of Repentance: Samuel tells the Israelites to serve God faithfully and remember that
they should repent when they sin to keep their relationship with God strong.

Application for Students:
- Understanding Leadership: This story helps us learn the importance of choosing leaders who
follow God.
- Following God’s Commands: It's important for us to listen to God's instructions and trust Him in all
situations.
- Learning from Mistakes: Even when we make wrong choices, we can turn back to God, and He
will forgive and guide us.


