Teacher _tips

1 Samuel 15: Teacher Notes and Tips

Objective:
Students will understand the story of Saul's disobedience and the importance of listening and
following directions.

Pacing:

1. Introduction (5 minutes)
- Begin with a brief overview of who Saul is and his role as the first king of Israel.
- Explain that today’s lesson is about Saul receiving a special task from God.

2. Reading the Story (10 minutes)
- Read aloud 1 Samuel 15:1-3, 7-9, and 10-23. Use a child-friendly version of the Bible.
- Pause after key sections to ensure comprehension.

3. Discussion (10 minutes)
- Discuss Saul's task and what he was instructed to do.
- Ask questions: What did God ask Saul to do? What did Saul do instead?

4. Activity (15 minutes)
- Have students act out the story in small groups to reinforce understanding.
- Provide simple costumes or props if available.

5. Reflection (10 minutes)

- Talk about the consequences of Saul’s actions.

- Discuss the importance of listening to instructions, using the story as a reference.

- Encourage students to share their thoughts on why following directions is important in their lives.

6. Closing (5 minutes)
- Summarize the lesson with key points on obedience and listening.
- End with a short prayer or moment of reflection on ways to be obedient in everyday life.

Explaining Difficult Concepts:

- Divine Command: Present God’s command to Saul as an instruction from an important leader
(like a principal giving a school rule).

- Obedience and Disobedience: Use familiar examples (chores or rules at home) to illustrate.

- Consequences: Relate to real-life situations like time-outs, loss of privileges when instructions are
not followed.

Managing Student Engagement:

- Interactive Storytelling: Encourage students to predict what might happen next during the read-
aloud.

- Role Play: Engage students actively through drama and pretend play. Allow them to create simple
dialogue and act out scenes.

- Visual Aids: Use pictures or drawings to illustrate the story events and characters.



- Q&A Session: Invite questions and provide clear, age-appropriate answers.
- Relatable Examples: Compare Saul’s situation to school life or family rules to make the lesson
tangible.

Additional Tips:

- Break Sessions: Keep sessions short and give students mental breaks or stretch time between
activities to maintain focus.

- Paraphrase and Simplify: Use simple language to paraphrase complex biblical text to make it
accessible for children.

- Encourage Participation: Allow every student to voice their thoughts or act in the play to ensure
inclusivity.

Note: Adjust the lesson plan based on the class size, age, and individual needs of the students.
Always maintain a supportive atmosphere where students feel free to express and ask questions.



