Scripture background

1 Samuel 22 Background Notes for Elementary Students and Teachers

Historical Context:

1. Time Period: The events of 1 Samuel take place during the time of the early kings of Israel,
around 1000 BCE.

2. David's Journey: David, originally a shepherd boy, rose to fame after defeating the giant Goliath.
King Saul, however, became jealous and saw David as a threat to his throne.

Cultural Insights:

1. Caves: In ancient Israel, caves were often used as places of refuge and hiding. David used the
cave at Adullam as a safe place to gather with those loyal to him.

2. Community of Misfits: David's followers included people who were in distress, in debt, or
discontented. This reflects how leaders in ancient times often gathered support from those who
were marginalized or unhappy with the current leadership.

3. Priests in Nob: The priests served at the sanctuary in Nob, a holy site at the time. They played a
crucial role in religious and community life.

Theological Insights:

1. God’s Protection: Despite being pursued by King Saul, God provided David with protection and
support, showing that God cares for His chosen ones even in difficult times.

2. Leadership and Loyalty: David’s gathering of followers demonstrates themes of leadership, trust,
and loyalty. Although he was not yet king, people saw his potential and believed in his leadership.
3. Consequences of Actions: King Saul’s actions against the priests at Nob highlight the
importance of integrity and the serious consequences of making unjust decisions.

Key Themes for Teaching:

1. Trust in God: Emphasize David's faith in God as a key part of his journey.

2. Friendship and Community: Discuss the importance of supporting one another and how David
and his followers helped each other.

3. Responsibility: Teach about making good choices and respecting others, using King Saul’s
negative example as a contrast to David’s respectful but firm leadership.

These notes should help provide a basic understanding of 1 Samuel 22 for both teachers preparing
lessons and students learning about this passage.



